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Summer term is one of our busiest terms with the final push towards year 6 SATS, GCSE’s and A Levels.
Interventions and support are running every night after school, across multiple subjects and year groups
as the staff support learners during the examination series. 

We are delighted to share that applications for enrolment at Etonbury Sixth Form for September 2026 are
still open on our website. If you have any questions, please do contact our Head of Sixth Form via email
cdowden@bestacademies.org.uk.

The children joining us in year 5 this September have now received confirmation of their place here at
Etonbury Academy and we are looking forward to welcoming them to our school and community. If you
are still considering your child’s school please do get in contact with us.

If you are looking for a year 9 place for your child in September 2025 we do still have limited places
available, please call the School Office to book a tour. We are always happy to show prospective parents,
carers, and pupils around our academy. We also welcome in year admission enquiries for all school years.
Please call our main reception for further details and to speak to our admissions team. 

Our year 10 pupils have enjoyed their work experience placements this month. This is an exciting
opportunity for pupils to step into the professional world and gain first hand insights into various careers.
During this week, pupils are encouraged to explore their interests by working in different industries, the
experience not only allows them to observe and participate in the daily operations of a workplace but also
helps in developing essential skills such as communication, teamwork, and time management.

Year 6 pupils immersed themselves in the magical world of Harry Potter as they ventured to the Warner
Brothers Studio Tour in London. Captivated by the enchanting sets and intricate costumes, they walked
through the Great Hall, marvelled at the towering Hogwarts Castle model, and even tried their hand at
riding broomsticks in front of a green screen. The experience brought their reading to life.

Year 11 and year 13 leavers' assemblies are poignant milestones in the educational journey, marking the
transition from one chapter of life to the next. These assemblies are often filled with a mix of emotions—
excitement for the future, nostalgia for the past, and pride in accomplishments. Year 11 are about to start
the next stage of their post 16 education and Year 13 leavers prepare to spread their wings into the wider
world, be it through university, apprenticeships, or other pursuits.

On Tuesday 5th May BEST celebrated 10 years. As part of the celebrations pupils, families and staff were
invited to contribute to help shape the next steps for the Trust. Thank you to those who completed the
parent questionnaire sent out in the Spring term and to our pupil voice who met with the Trust and
discussed what Etonbury meant to them and how we can work together with other BEST schools. We
continue to collaborate and celebrate our collective talents. To mark the date, a tree was planted by
pupils and Trustees of BEST at the front of reception.

Please continue to share in our values; Everyone is respectful, Together we care and Always aim higher. 

Mrs Young 
Principal
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The Bedfordshire Schools Trust (BEST) celebrated a successful first decade in May, marked by
significant growth from its six founding schools to a robust multi-academy trust. Since its inception,
the trust has added several academies, increased pupil numbers by over 120%, established nurseries,
and achieved a "good or better" rating for all schools. 

Earler this month we planted a silver birch tree to celebrate 10 years of BEST and being a
founding member of the Bedfordshire Schools Trust. In celebrating a decade of growth 
and unity, each birch tree planted by the Trust at the 11 schools and 5 nurseries stands 
as a living symbol of the shared commitment to nurturing future generations and 
providing high quality education and support. 

BEST 10 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

Bedfordshire Schools 
Trust is celebrating 10 year anniversary!

Key milestones in the first decade include:

Establishment of partnerships with Etonbury, Gothic Mede, Gravenhurst, Langford
Village, Robert Bloomfield, and Samuel Whitbread Academies, plus nurseries in
Arlesey and Shefford.
Growth with the addition of St Christopher's Academy (2017), Lawnside Academy
(2019), Campton Academy (2020), and Pix Brook Academy (2019).
Ongoing expansion with Castle Newnham (September 2024) and a new Sixth Form
at Etonbury Academy (September 2023).

Dr Alan Lee, CEO gave a speech to include; ‘It's actually a week today that we are 10 years
old, it's been a wonderful 10 years, to watch Etonbury grow with us. When I first joined the
Trust, it was a middle school and then an extended secondary school. To watch it grow is
wonderful. I was talking to Henry, an aspiring Oxford student in the Etonbury Sixth Form
earlier about his time here and his career aspirations. Henry has been here since year 5, so
studied here for about 9 years. Excellence comes from planning and we can see the
planning here today, so very, very grateful.’

Mrs Young, Principal of Etonbury Academy expressed her gratitude: ‘Thank you to our
CEO, the BEST Trustees and Central Team, our Chair of Governors and our pupil
representatives for joining us and supporting this special occasion. The planting of the silver
birch tree is a very special celebration of 10 years of BEST and Etonbury’s shared
commitment to growth, education, success and the pupils within our local community. ‘

The ETA way: Everyone is respectful Together we care Always aim higher





Our praise point champions
this half term are:

             
Amelia N (Earhart)

Henry O (Brunel)

George E (Earhart)
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Multi-Millioniares:

Harper - Curie
Jason - Armstrong
Dexter - Da Vinci
Amelia - Earhart
Finlay - Earhart

Accelerated Readers:

Maggie - Brunel
Izabella - Armstrong
Nathan - Da Vinci
Erin - Brunel
Teddie - Earhart

ACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDS

Click for
curriculum plans

A busy half term in year 5
This half term has been exceptionally busy for Year 5, and it's hard to believe we only have one term
left! The students have been engaged in a variety of enriching activities that have kept their minds and
bodies active. From creative writing projects to hands-on science experiments, each week has offered
new opportunities for learning.

Year 5 pupils have been actively engaged in reading and have gathered a wealth of free books from the
Orange Book Club so far this year, the club is run by Miss Warr. Currently, a remarkable number of free
books have been distributed, which is fantastic. We are on track to exceed last year's total. The homework
from the last half term was exceptional, with classes demonstrating the impressive quality of their home
learning. We genuinely appreciate the effort that both children and adults invest in this aspect of the
curriculum. We love seeing the project work that pupils bring into school to share with their peers.

Looking Ahead to Summer Term
As we transition into the summer term, Year 5 will prepare to move up to Year 6. In this final term,
students will study geography, key topic will be rivers and earthquakes. We will explore human growth in
science, read "Kensuke’s Kingdom" by Michael Morpurgo in English, and will study decimals in maths. Year
5 also has an exciting survival day to look forward to, along with a trip to Hazard Alley - the safety
education charity centre - and the junior sports day!  An exciting term awaits us!
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TEXTILES LETTERTEXTILES LETTER

Diana

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information/staff-list
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information/staff-list
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information/staff-list
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2720&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2720&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/parents%20area/letters%20home/C52195D8AA99859342B3142EF9FB654C.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/parents%20area/letters%20home/39158092263DEBE6D07B829863D9E7F4.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2729&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2729&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2729&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/curriculum/ks2/261B2800787563103F5235BDB6BE318B.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/curriculum/ks2/261B2800787563103F5235BDB6BE318B.pdf


Accelerated Readers:
Olivia -Jupiter
Zara - Mars
Edward - Neptune
Loren - Titan
Micaiya - Jupiter
Elodie - Titan
Loren - Titan
Isla - Mars
Jackson - Titan
Oscar - Saturn
Edwrad - Titan
Jess - Neptune
Chisom - Neptune
Kyra - Titan
Heidi - Jupiter
Eleanor - Jupiter

ACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDS

 Multi-millionaires
Jacob - Jupter
Bjorn - Titan
Reuben - Titan
Isabelle - Titan

Click for
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Click for
accelerated
reader info Our praise point champions this half term are:

Bjorn N (Titan)

Loren V (Titan)

Isabelle B (Titan)
      

News from year 6!

praise point champions

Please ensure your child arrives at school between 8:15am
and 8:25am. The Junior gate opens at 8:15am and closes
promptly at 8:25am. Your support in ensuring punctuality is
greatly appreciated. Arrival after this time will be marked as
late.

Reminder:

Head of year 6 - Mrs N Crockford
ncrockford@bestacademies.org.uk

The ETA Way        Everyone is Respectful    Together we care    Always aim higher

Ye
ar

 6

P.e. legends 
PE legend of the week awards for this half term! 

Wini P Annabele George

USEFUL LINKSUSEFUL LINKSUSEFUL LINKSUSEFUL LINKS

It has been an incredibly busy half term for Year 6. A huge congratulations to everyone for completing their
SATs! We are all immensely proud of your efforts. We hope you enjoyed the treat from the ice cream van at
the end of last week to celebrate the end of the SATS week. 

This week we had an exciting visit to the Warner Brothers Studios Tour: The Making of Harry Potter. The
children were able to take part in a ‘Creating Creatures’ lesson as well as enjoying the tour. Our focus now
moves to writing, which is not ‘tested’ but teacher assessed. 

Special congratulations to all of our sports teams. We are very fortunate to have lots of extra-curricular
clubs for the pupils to enjoy, please encourage your child to sign up for one of our lunchtime or after
school clubs!

Looking ahead to the Summer term
As we look forward to the final half term of the year, please ensure that pencil cases are restocked and that
children continue to wear the correct shoes and uniform as they return to school. In Year 6, our focus
shifts to preparing for Year 7 and the transition ahead. This half term features sewing in DT (please
remember to send in your A4 piece of fabric as per a previous notification) our blazer-sizing event, Sports
Day, and much more. 

Finally, if you would like to order a Hoodie for your child, look out for the Hoodie Order form, which will be
issued shortly.

Keep up the fantastic work, Year 6!

Josephine - Saturn
Lucy - Pluto
Will - Titan
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Encouraging Reading Among ETA Juniors

All junior students are encouraged to read aloud to an adult as part of their English homework at least three
times a week.

Their Orange Books are reviewed weekly at school, and upon completion, they earn an Orange Stamp. Once they
accumulate six Orange Stamps, they can join the 'Orange Book Club' held on Thursday lunchtimes, where they
can select a reward book to celebrate their efforts and achievements. Additionally, they are recognised during
our celebration assemblies.

Since September 2025, we have distributed an impressive number of books - over 900 in total. Many children
have truly shone, with some claiming at least four books from the club already. There is a wonderful excitement
when children come to choose and keep their books.

Well done to all the students who have received one or more books! We look forward to distributing even more
before the end of the Summer term.

If you're clearing out any reading or comic books at home over the holidays - especially during the summer holidays - and
they are suitable for our recycling and reward programs, please feel free to drop them off at school for the Juniors and the
Orange Book Club. Every contribution helps us to continue fostering a love of reading and learning among our young
students. 

Thank you for being part of this wonderful community effort. Let’s continue to inspire and nurture the next generation of
avid readers!

ETONBURY ACADEMY

ORANGE BOOK CLUB
2026

Amazing reading for our ETA Juniors! 
Over 900 books have been given out to pupils!



This half term, we have seen so many students making excellent progress across all of their subjects.
Looking at their attainment, effort, and behaviour grades, Year 7 are truly showing how wonderful they can
be.

Once again, it has been a busy few weeks filled with sporting success. The athletics results were superb,
and our students have shown great character playing cricket and rounders, with everyone achieving their
own personal milestones. Over the next week, a number of eager students will be participating in our own
"Mini-Wimbledon" tournament and the Maths Challenge—we wish them all the best of luck!

As we approach the end of the year, standards can sometimes slip so please can we ensure students are in
the correct uniform every day and have their labelled phone pouch with them at all times.
It has been an honour getting to know the students while covering Year 7; they are a lovely year group who I
know will continue to achieve great things during their time at Etonbury.

Looking Ahead to Next Term 

We have some exciting activities coming up:
Activity Day
End-of-term Assessments
End-of-year Reports
Sports Day

I look forward to cheering everyone on and sharing in their successes!

# P.E. Legends Our praise point champions this half
term are:

         Ileah O (7KH)
  
         Junior A (7KB)

         Archie S (7KB) 

Accelerated Readers:
Taryn - 7EH

ACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDS

year 7 

praise point champions

Abbie W Alisha R Jasmine

Assistant Head of year 7 - Mr R Gould rgould@bestacademies.org.uk     -      Head of year 7 - Mrs S Bailey

The ETA Way        Everyone is Respectful    Together we care    Always aim higher
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Maths Challenge for Year 7 & 8
Congratulations to the 14 pupils who competed in the Junior Maths Challenge in April. This challenge

encouraged mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency to make the students think outside
the box. The majority attained either a bronze or silver award, which is a great achievement! However, a

special shout out goes to Ethan S in year 8 who achieved an amazing gold award. This means he scored in
the top 10% of all students across the UK and has been invited to the next round of the Junior Kangaroo

challenge that will take place on June 9th



praise point 
champions
Our praise point champions
this  half term are:

         Lillie M (8DC)

         Eliza-May C-B (8AT)

         Daisy S (8ES)

        

year 8 
Reflecting on a Successful Half Term
As we conclude another busy and fulfilling half term, we want to take a moment to celebrate the
remarkable progress made by Year 8. It has been truly rewarding to witness the dedication our students
have shown across all subjects, consistently upholding high standards in both their learning and behaviour.
Our students continue to set an excellent example with their smart uniforms, positive attitudes, and
consistent attendance— well done to each and every one of you! We are delighted with the progress Year 8
has made and it has been a real pleasure to see how hard students have been working across all subjects.
Our students continue to set an excellent example.

Celebrating Achievements
We would also like to congratulate all who have 
represented the school in recent sports fixtures. Our 
year 8 rounders team have played some amazing 
rounders against local schools, superb batting skills, girls!
The athletics team have been taking part in after school 
fixtures, everyone has been having fun and performing 
well. Well done to all who participated in the Junior Maths
 challenge. We were also greatly impressed by the 
commitment shown by our Brilliant club participants, all of whom will be graduating this half term
congratulations!

Looking Ahead
As we look forward to the final stretch of the Summer term, we are eager for the upcoming opportunities,
celebrations, and enjoyable activities, including our activity day on 17 June and sports day. You have all put
in tremendous effort so enjoy a well-deserved, restful half-term break and return ready to finish the year
on a high note!

Miss Taylor and Miss Squire - Heads of Year
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Accelerated Readers:

Multi-millionaires:
Ethan - 8KS
Jay - 8LD
Yarden - 8LJ
Seren - 8ES

ACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDS

Ricardo D FarrahEthan S

Important Reminders

Phone pouches - Upon arrival at
school, phones are secured in
student pouches for the day. If you
have any questions please email
HOY.

contacts
Head of year  - Miss E Taylor and Miss E Squire
etaylor@bestacademies.org.uk
esquire@bestacademies.org.uk

Key Stage Manager - Mr J Beckwith
jbeckwith@bestacademies.org.uk 

The ETA Way        Everyone is Respectful    Together we care    Always aim higher

EbenOrla

# P.E. Legends

Sonny



all the latest from year 9!

# P.E. Legends

Our praise point champions this half term are:

         Imogen C (9RG)

         Sam B (9RG)

         Lily R (9JS)
             

Head of year  - Ms B Wood 
bwood@bestacademies.org.uk

Key Stage Manager - Mr J Beckwith
jbeckwith@bestacademies.org.uk 

ACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDSACCELERATED READER AWARDS

 Multi-millionaires
Sam 0 9RG
Harrison - 9EK

Jayden Isabella

praise point champions

The ETA Way        Everyone is Respectful    Together we care    Always aim higher
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It has been an incredibly productive half term for our
Year 9 students at Etonbury, with success visible
across all areas of school life. Our students have
particularly shone in the sporting arena,
demonstrating their talents both within school
fixtures and in their external pursuits. Achievements
have spanned a wide variety of disciplines, ranging
from football to more specialised activities such as
snooker and flyball, showing the diverse range of
interests and skills within this year group.

In the classroom, students have continued to excel
and maintain a high standard of work in their lessons.
This has been an important period for the year group
as they have officially selected their options to begin
in September. While these choices are now being
processed, you can expect further information
regarding the start of their Key Stage 4 journey
towards the end of the year. It has been a pleasure to
see the maturity with which they have approached
these significant decisions for their future.

Beyond their standard subjects, the commitment
to our extra-curricular program has been
fantastic. A significant number of students have
been working hard on their Duke of Edinburgh
award, and the recent practice expedition was a
great success. It was wonderful to see them
working together and navigating the challenges
of the outdoors with such resilience. This
dedication to personal growth outside of the
traditional classroom setting is exactly what
makes our Year 9 cohort so special.

As we look toward the final stretch of Year 9 next
term, we have many exciting events to look
forward to. This will include the final Duke of
Edinburgh expeditions and the upcoming LAMDA
exams, as well as the energy of sports day. To
celebrate the hard work and achievements of the
year so far, we are also planning our rewards and
celebration trip to Box End park. We are
incredibly proud of how far the students have
come this year and look forward to a strong finish
to the academic year.
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contacts
Head of year  - Mr D Sutcliffe
dsutcliffe@bestacademies.org.uk

Key Stage Manager - Mr M Pullinger mpullinger@bestacademies.org.uk 

Jay T (10CC)

Syama S (10CC)

Daisy P (10RG)

praise point champions

Elise H

# P.E. Legends

Adina D

update from year 10!

Fabian H Louis S

I have been massively impressed this half term that year 10 have coped with their first round of mock
exams with great maturity. I have received a huge amount of positive feedback from all the different
parties involved in the process and all of  the students should be proud of their conduct in this period.
Students will now have been receiving their results in class and you will be receiving their next report
shortly after we come back from half term. 

As an extra date for your diary, we will be having year 10 parents’ evening on the 11th of June. This will be
a virtual parents’ evening where you will be able to book time with individual teachers to discuss mock
results and progress. You will receive further details about this closer to the time.

Should you wish to purchase any revision guides for particular subjects please see the link below:

Year 10 Revision Guide (click her or below to view)

Please note that the revision guides we recommend for triple science have changed since the last issue of
the bulletin. Many apologies for this error.

I am looking forward to speaking with year 10 after half term, once they have come back from their work
experience. I cannot wait to hear about all the exciting things which they have been up to over the past
week.

As we move forward, I encourage all students to maintain their momentum and take advantage of the
resources available to them, including study groups and teacher support sessions. Let’s keep aiming high
and supporting one another R‌EV‌I‌S‌I‌O‌N 

Guide Guide 

Anna

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/E8F012D835FE827273A5FE2533A90AAF.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/E8F012D835FE827273A5FE2533A90AAF.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/E8F012D835FE827273A5FE2533A90AAF.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/E8F012D835FE827273A5FE2533A90AAF.pdf
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Our praise point champions this half term are:

         Sophie M (11KB)
         

         Missy W (11KB) 

         George L (11KB)

Exam information 

# P.E. Legends

contacts
Head of year  - Mrs K Hume
khume@bestacademies.org.uk

Key Stage Manager - Mr M Pullinger
mpullinger@bestacademies.org.uk 

praise point champions

Exam timetables are on the MCAS app under
'Examinations. This year's contingency date is the 24th
June and all students should be available until this date.

The Summer 2026 certificate collection date is Monday
4th January 2027 between 9am and 11am.

Exams run in accordance with JCQ guidance. Please
familiarise yourself with the 'Information to
Candidates' documents which can be found on our
website here. 

the latest from year 11!

Alice

Jack

I would like to start by saying how proud I am of
each and every student for the hard work and
dedication they have shown over the past few
months. I wish them all the best in the coming weeks
and would like to remind them all that, even though
they are on study leave, we are still here to support
them in any way that we can. 

JIT ( Just-in-time) sessions have been going well, and
students are reminded to keep an eye on their
Google classrooms for any sessions that may be
running in subject areas after half term. Students
should aim to be on site for their exam half an hour
before the start time. In relation to exams, the JCQ
( Joint Council for Qualifications) documentation is
useful here when preparing students to sit their
exams. Students must be in full school uniform,
clear water bottles and pencil cases to meet JCQ
requirements for the exams. 

The leavers’ assembly this week celebrated the great successes of the students over the time with us at
Etonbury. A special mention for Sophie Morton who was named as “Artist of the year” and also to Jacob T
and Rory F who have battled it out for the top spot for most merits for the year. A reminder that Prom is
7.00-11.30pm on Friday 26th June at Letchworth Hall Hotel. Tickets are still available to purchase on MCAS.
I am really looking forward to seeing them all dressed up. 

I just wanted to thank you - the parents and carers - for all your encouragement and support over the past
year. It takes all of us pulling together to get the best for our students, and I am truly grateful for all your
hard work. I will miss them all very much. 

Mrs Hume 

Charlie

Henry

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/a-broad-and-inclusive-curriculum/examinations


Sixth Form

AMGEN
Biotech

Experience! 

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ETONBURY SIXTH FORM.

YEAR 13
SCIENTISTS

A few years ago, Etonbury Science department started a partnership
with the AMGEN Biotech experience team at the University of
Hertfordshire Hatfield campus with a view to giving our A-level students
the opportunity to use research equipment that would normally only be
available to science undergraduates.

This year was no exception so our year 12 biology class did DNA
manipulation, transferring a fluorescent protein gene from one DNA
plasmid to another. BTEC Forensic students got hands-on with DNA
fingerprinting and gel electrophoresis, such as the procedures used in
crime detection.

Year 13 Biologists, who had done the DNA manipulation last year, got
the chance to extend their knowledge of this cutting-edge technology
by creating a glow-in-the-dark bacteria that was resistant to a particular
antibiotic. They were able to use a PCR machine, or thermal cycler, to
create millions of copies of this DNA and a Gel imaging system to record
images of their plates for later analysis.

The students were able to practice with Gilson pipettes, working with
extremely small volumes of liquids, and were able to appreciate the
importance of accuracy and attention to detail. This experience helps to
deepen their understanding of genetics, and gives them an insight into
potential careers that build on these techniques.

Our thanks go to the AMGEN team at University of Herts (Hatfield), Adie
Cleaver at Thistle Scientific Ltd and Clare Grimsey at Synoptics Ltd for
their ongoing support. 



contacts
Mrs C Dowden - Head of Sixth Form
cdowden@bestacademies.org.uk

Mrs L Schumann - Sixth Form Pastoral Assistant
lschumann@bestacademies.org.uk

It has been an incredibly successful start to the Summer term in the Sixth Form, filled with
inspiring trips and outstanding student achievements.

Our students continue to demonstrate exceptional talent and curiosity across the curriculum:
Our A-level Chemistry students excelled in the Royal Society of Chemistry Olympiad, competing
against over 17,000 students nationwide. We are thrilled to celebrate six Bronze awards (Finley,
Riley, Niamh, Lucas, Chloe, and Shahir) and an impressive Gold award earned by Henry B, which is
only awarded to the top 10% of participants across the country.

Year 12 geography students enjoyed a productive trip to Sheringham to collect data for their
coursework, where they were praised for being a credit to the school.

Year 12 students visited the UCAS Discovery Day in London, where they met with university
representatives from across the UK and attended seminars on crafting standout personal
statements.

Beyond the classroom, our students continue to inspire us with their extra-curricular triumphs,
such as Abi playing for Arsenal U21s, who recently won the league—a truly amazing achievement!
We are especially proud of how our students continue to support younger students in lessons and
in their reading clubs, on top of managing their own workload. 

We are committed to ensuring every student is supported as they branch out into life beyond
Sixth Form and this term has seen the year 13s make their final university choices, as well as lots
of apprenticeship applications and interviews taking place. Students who intend to go to university
have also been applying to the Connolly Foundation for bursaries to help support them whilst
studying. Last year, the charity awarded over £7000 to our students to help with university costs
and we are extremely grateful to them for this. 

The year 12s have also been attending careers appointments to help them with the post-18 plans
and are busy securing a week’s work experience in June. We are always grateful to the many
businesses in our local community who will be supporting our students with their placements and
would love to hear from anyone who thinks they may be able to help. 

As exam season approaches, we are looking forward to several key events to celebrate our year
13 leavers. On Monday 18th May we will say goodbye to the students with our annual leavers’
assembly and a BBQ in the Sixth Form garden. On the 2nd July, Etonbury will host its first-ever
Sixth Form prom. 

Good luck to all of our students sitting exams this summer. We know how hard they have been
working over these last two years and we are confident their efforts will be reflected in their great
results this summer. 

Sixth Form
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Sixth Form updates!

follow us
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https://www.etonbury.org.uk/sixth-form/communication-home
https://x.com/ETASixthform
https://www.instagram.com/etonburysixthform/


BTEC Forensic Crime
scene day 2026

CSI Et    nbury

As part of their Forensic Science qualification, our
BTEC students are required to study various
techniques for evidence-gathering and analysis and
the best way to do this is to set up an entire “crime
scene” for them to process. 

“There’s been a murder!”

Our crime scene revolved around the scene of the
suspicious death of our victim with fibres, powders,
“blood” and footprints to photograph, catalogue and
sample. 

“Leaving no stone unturned!”

The students were then able to use real-world
procedural techniques to analyse their samples and
draw conclusions as to which of their suspects was
the guilty party. 

Sixth Form

They were able to use fingerprint dusting equipment on
more regular surfaces and used superglue fuming to
develop the prints from more difficult surfaces such as
glass. Using a presumptive Kastle-Meyer test they were able
to detect the presence of blood and used further tests to
establish a blood group. 

One of the primary pieces of evidence – the “bloody”
footprint – was a key piece in building their case along with
a threatening note written in the defendant’s handwriting
that was found in the victim’s pocket.

“Let justice prevail!”

Although this crime scene was, of course, orchestrated with
fake blood, had clear and visible fingerprints and an
anonymous victim who was merely a chalk outline (the
victim had to get back to lessons and was unable to be a
body for the whole day), this experience gave our students
an opportunity to apply the techniques they have learned in
their lessons and their research to build a case for
prosecution. They also discussed the ability of the evidence
to clear suspects of involvement in the crime and the
ambiguity and shortcomings of these procedures as well as
the use of circumstantial evidence to build a case.



Apply NOW!

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR ETA
SIXTH FORM 2026 .

If you would like to visit, please contact Mrs Chloe Dowden, Head of Sixth Form, to arrange a
tour:  cdowden@bestacademies.org.uk

Etonbury Sixth Form





Performing Arts

Etonbury Performing Arts,
Student Voice/Diversity

@ETA_HUB
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KS3 students have been hard at work creating their short films this term.
We eagerly anticipate the Oscar red carpet sharing event at the end of
the year.

Students have enjoyed utilizing large whiteboards to enhance their
collaborative group projects.

Year 11 has successfully completed their performance exams in
Performing Arts. Our 20-member cohort delivered outstanding
presentations, showcasing remarkable acting and design productions.
We organised two late-night “Just in time” revision sessions that saw
great attendance, helping students prepare thoroughly for their exams. I
look forward to seeing many of you transition to Sixth Form next year to
continue your Level 3 studies in Performing Arts.

The Year 10 students travelled to London to see the production of “Wicked”, followed by a Q&A session
with the production team. It was an incredible day that enriched their coursework experience. A special
congratulations to Steph, who earned a pair of “Wicked” socks for her dedication and professionalism
in her work. Well done to all Year 10 students who submitted coursework, which accounts for 30% of
their final grade this term.

LAMDA Students are hard at work preparing for their
upcoming acting exams. Please mark your calendars for July
6th we have a Lamda showcase for parents, a letter has
been sent home via email. On Tuesday 7th July LAMDA
pupils have their exams during the school day. If any
students in years 5 to 13 are interested in taking LAMDA
exams next year, kindly reach out to
jbrahmacharilimb@bestacademies.org.uk.

For current LAMDA students, please note that exam fees for
your level, along with this month's tuition fees, will be added
to MCAS.

https://x.com/ETA_HUB
https://x.com/ETA_HUB
https://x.com/ETA_HUB


Sports News
P.E. Department
Head of P.E. - Miss S Hilton
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We have had another fantastic half-term in sport, with the Summer term
curriculum, clubs and fixtures now well underway across the school. It has
been brilliant to see so many pupils involved, competing with enthusiasm,
determination and excellent teamwork.

We are also incredibly proud to announce that we have been awarded the
School Games Platinum Sports Mark in recognition of our outstanding
dedication and commitment to school sport, both at Etonbury and within
the wider community. This prestigious award reflects the hard work of our
staff, pupils and families in creating a positive sporting culture and
providing a wide range of opportunities for all students to participate,
compete and develop through sport.

Our Year 7 and 8 athletics teams have been hugely successful this half-
term, with pupils showing great commitment and impressive performances
across all events. A particular highlight has been the number of athletics
records broken across Years 5–10, which is a fantastic achievement and a
real reflection of the talent, hard work and dedication shown by our
pupils.

We have also been incredibly proud of our Year 7, 8 and 9 rounders
teams, who have demonstrated some unbelievable batting, fielding and
teamwork throughout their fixtures.

Our boys’ cricket fixtures are also now underway, and it has been great to
see strong participation and continued progress across all year groups.

In addition, we would like to congratulate our KS4 and KS5 BTEC Sport
students, who completed their exams this half term. Their commitment,
preparation and attitude throughout the exam period have been excellent,
and we are very proud of the effort they have shown.

Looking ahead to next half term, we are excited for a busy and action-
packed schedule. KS2 athletics fixtures, along with KS2 rounders and
cricket fixtures, will begin, while our Year 7–9 cricket and rounders
programmes continue throughout the term.

We are also looking forward to continuing our summer curriculum, hosting
both primary and secondary Sports Days, taking part in golf fixtures, and
working closely with our lower schools to deliver a range of sporting
events for the local community. We are especially excited for our
upcoming dance show next half term, which will provide another fantastic
opportunity for pupils to showcase their talent, creativity and hard work.

Thank you to all pupils, staff and families for your continued support of PE
and school sport. We look forward to another successful half-term ahead.



Art - Masterpiece Of The Month 
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Selecting the masterpiece of the month for each Key Stage is a challenging yet rewarding task for the art
department. This process involves careful consideration of various factors such as creativity, technique,

originality, to name but a few. For Key Stage 2, the focus might be on imaginative expression and
developing foundational skills, while Key Stage 3 could emphasise experimentation with different mediums
and styles. Moving on to Key Stages 4 and 5, students are often encouraged to develop a personal artistic

voice and delve deeper into complex concepts and sophisticated techniques. Congratulations to this
month’s artists.



Reminders &
Information

Click to download or view our
frequently asked questions and

answers booklet.

To contact school staff regarding
your child, email the relevant
staff member, Form Tutor for
pastoral issues or the subject

teacher for academic concerns.
Staff will respond within 48

hours, acknowledging requests
based on teaching commitments.

Polite communication is
encouraged for the best

outcomes.

Thank you

Replacement ties can be
purchased via MCAS,
collection is from the

Secondary Finance
Office. Limited stock

available

Medical Reminders.
Please ensure ALL students bring a water bottle into school
every day. Remind your child of the importance of keeping
hydrated. Water bottles can be refilled throughout the day,
helping to reduce the number of plastic cups being used in
school. Medical does supply cups for general use. 

Hayfever season seems to begin earlier each year, so please
remind affected students to take their allergy medication
BEFORE leaving home in the morning.

Students in Year 7 and above may carry one dose of
paracetamol for self-administration. If your child feels unwell
during the school day and their symptoms worsen, they
should inform their teacher and attend the medical room.

Please note that students must not contact home directly to
request collection. This will be managed by the school if
necessary. 

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 

S   T   A   Y          H   Y   D   R   A   T   E   D        💧💧
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Follow Etonbury Academy on social media to
keep up to date with news and info.

To ensure safety for our school
community, please drive slowly and

cautiously on the school site, adhering
to the 5 MPH speed limit. Traffic

increases during school drop-off and
pick-up times, so please use the

designated drop-off area at the top of
the drive to minimise disruption and
vehicle congestion. Students can walk
down the footpath into school, or up
the path to the top of the drive to be

collected. 
Please encourage your child/ren to

walk/bike or scoot.
Please do not park on the zig-zag lines

or block the staff car park. 

Thank you for your cooperation

CAUTION - DRIVE SLOWLY Check out the "Practical Information" page
on our school website! It's packed with
handy resources just for parents. Find
answers to common questions and get
important updates to help you through the
school year with ease. Whether you need
info on school rules, schedules, or
upcoming events, it's all there for you. Dive
in today and stay in the loop with our
school community!

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2792&type=pdf
https://x.com/EtonburyAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/Etonbury
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/0CC4536E05429B34F3847803C8FB9295.pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2739&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/practical-information


Take a look at our website for
information and details of

helplines and agencies when
you are most in need. 

www.etonbury.org.uk/parents-
area/parental-/-student-

support

Pastoral
Head of Pastoral & DSL - Mrs T McErlean 

At Etonbury, the safety and welfare of our pupils is at the centre
of all of what we do. On our Parental Support/Safeguarding
page you will find a list of websites and agencies in the local area
who provide support services in the local community. 

We know that being a parent isn’t always easy. Please
remember if you need any further help please contact your
child’s Form Tutor in the first instance with any pastoral
matters. If you're worried about your child or young person's
emotional wellbeing, please find a list of both local and
national resources in the Family Information leaflet.

Important Dates

Fri 22 May - break for May half term.
Mon 1 June - Staff and Pupils back to school.
Thurs 4 - Sat 6 June - D of E Bronze expedition and Silver
practice.
Thurs 11  June - virtual year 10 parents evening & year 5 survival
day

th

Friday 12  June - Year 10 geography Stratford tripth

Tues 16 - Thurs 18  June - Year 10 Opal Coast Trip (H&C)th

Tues 16 June - Year 7 Activity Day
Weds 17 June - Year 8 Activity Day
Fri 19  June - Year 4 Sports Day & Geography WOTNth

W/C 21 June - Wellbeing week
Mon 22 June - SEND Step-up afternoon / Sixth Form Induction
Tues 23 June - Year 9 Box End Trip / Year 6 Blazer sizing event &
Year 4 into 5 evening
Thurs 25 June - BEST Performing Arts Summer Festival
Thurs 25 - Sat 27 June - D of E Silver Expedition
Fri 26 June - Year 11 Prom
Fri 3 July - Junior Step-up Day
Mon 6/ Tues 7/ Weds 8 July - Year 5 Hazard Alley Trip
Tues 7/8/9/ July - Year 10 History Trip
Thurs 9 July - Jamaican theme in canteen & Etonbury Dance Show
Fri 10 July - Warhammer World trip
Mon 13 July - Junior Sports Day
Tues 14 July - Secondary Sports Day
Thursday 16 July - Years 5/6 Aesop Theatre Company
r

Click here to view the 2025 / 2026 term dates

Please note events are also listed on our website and occasionally
are subject to change.

Sign up to clubs via Bromcom 

To view our current full list of clubs please visit the
Bromcom app  (MCAS).

PE Clubs - please be advised that PE clubs change each half
term. They will be published the first week back on
Facebook and X. Pupils must sign up via Bromcom. 

Sports clubs/extracurricular clubs normally commence
second week back after a break.

Also please note sports clubs often finish the week before
the end of the academic year.

ETA Extra in the study centre will run as normal first
week back after the break.

Club Information
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Together we care

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2493&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2483&type=pdf
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/practical%20information/term%20dates/93F6F7516A2F5ED1161C9330D18F71D2.pdf


Extracurricular Clubs

Term Dates 2026 - 2027



chemistry club

We have recently introduced a Chemistry Club —
an online community designed for 11 to 14-years

of age in collaboration with the Salters' Institute.

Chemistry Club is an online club allowing you to
explore a different topic each month through an

online hub!

You do this by completing short activities such
as word searches, brain teasers and watching

videos!

Each week we can also see how we are ranking
compared to other schools in the country! I will

have some school prizes and awards too for
engagement!

sday@bestacademies.org.uk
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You are receiving this because you are a Student, Parent, Carer, Governor or Member of Staff at ETA.

Etonbury Academy
Stotfold Road, Arlesey, SG15 6XS

t. 01462 730391 e. ETAoffice@bestacademies.org.uk

www.etonbury.org.uk

If you wish to unsubscribe please email eta-data@bestacademies.org.uk 

Thank you for reading!

mailto:ETAoffice@bestacademies.org.uk
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