
What grades would you like 
to achieve in the summer?

What would be the best 
outcomes for you?

Aiming High



GCSE Preparations
Thursday 22nd October 2026

Presented by: J Smith
W Lowrie, K Sarup and K Brookes



Welcome to our GCSE Preparation Evening

●The months ahead
●Memory and revision 

strategies
●Tips & advice from 

KS5 students
●Core subject 

strategies



ScienceWhat exams are there?



ScienceWhat ‘Effective Retrieval’ Looks Like 
in Science

Effective retrieval = trying to remember, not re-reading.

• Use short, regular self-quizzing: flashcards, blurting and quick topic tests.

• Turn the specification into questions: “What is…?”, “Explain why…”, “How would you investigate…?”

• Practise exam questions and mark them carefully — correct mistakes straight away.

Calculations

• Cover the equation → recall it → identify values/units → substitute → calculate → check the answer and units.

• Practise multi-step problems without looking at worked examples first.



Command words

• Describe = say what you can see / what happens.

• Explain = give reasons using scientific knowledge.

• Calculate = show working and give the correct unit.

• Compare / evaluate = make clear, evidence-based comparisons or 
judgements.

Avoid: simply reading notes, highlighting, or watching videos without testing 
yourself.

Science



ScienceRecommended Resources & 
Platforms

1. School KS4 Revision Website

• Topic resources, revision materials and practice tasks provided by the school.

2. OCR Gateway Science

• Student revision checklists and the OCR specification: use these to make sure every required topic is covered.

3. OCR Past Papers & Mark Schemes

• Use these to practise exam technique, command words and applying knowledge in unfamiliar contexts.

Best approach: choose one topic → retrieve from memory → practise questions → mark → revisit mistakes.



ScienceHow can we help?

What we can do in school

• Provide revision/intervention sessions and targeted 
support.

• Direct students to the KS4 Science revision materials.

• Give feedback on practice questions and 
misconceptions.

• Encourage students to ask questions when they are 
unsure.

• Help students identify priority topics from the 
specification.

What parents can do at home

• Ask your child to explain a key process using a 
simple diagram.

• Quiz them using flashcards or short questions — 
ask them to answer without notes.

• Ask: “What does the command word mean?” before 
they answer a question.

• Encourage regular, short revision sessions rather 
than last-minute cramming.

• Ask them to show you a past-paper question they 
got wrong and explain the correction.



What does the year ahead look like for year 11?

November
w/c 16th 

Mock Examinations
3 weeks away (2 school weeks)

14th January
Yr 11 Parents’ Evening

March
w/c 1st

Core Mock Examinations
14 school weeks away

May
w/c 4th May

Real Examinations
21 school weeks away



Can you think of an answer 
for the following:
1. The estimated % of 
content forgotten by 
students after 6 weeks.
2. The revision activity you 
feel has the least impact.

66% material is forgotten after 
7 days

88% material is forgotten after 
6 weeks

Reading notes and text books 
leads to a mere 10% retention 
☹



Our ‘storage capacity’ is 
virtually limitless but if the 

information is not used, 
retrieval capacity 
approaches 0%



Create a realistic revision timetable:

How you can support your child



The Pomodoro Technique

● Developed by Italian 
psychologist Francesco Cirillo 
in the 1980s 

● There is a simple rule – when 
the timer is ticking, you are 
working. 

How to support revision: 

Tip to parents/guardians: 

● Ensure your child has everything 
they need before they start 
revising.

● Use an egg timer rather than a 
smartphone timer. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8hzZIf3TU4




Flashcards are 
the staple revision 
technique of any 

student.

Short flashes of 
important facts 

and figures stick in 
your memory.

When making 
flashcards, use the 

specification.

Phrase your 
flashcards as 

questions

Take the time to 
try to think before 
flipping over your 

flashcards.

Specific Revision 
Techniques: Flashcards

1. Get someone else to read the question on each 
flashcard.

2. For every flashcard you get 100% correct, put it in 
a pile to your right. However, for every flash card 
you don’t get exactly right put it in a separate pile 
(to your left).

3. Once you have sorted your initial pile of 
flashcards into the two piles, you pick up the pile 
of flashcards that you got wrong and then you 
sort this pile out into their right-wrong respective 
piles (ask all the flashcards again).

4. You keep repeating this, until you have no 
flashcards left in a “wrong” pile.

5. Repeat steps 1-4 until you can go through the first 
pile of flashcards and have no wrong ones.



● The best mind maps can help you revise a 
whole topic’s content within the space of half 
an hour.

● The secret key to effective mind maps is 
memorability. 

● Adding drawings to different parts of your 
mind map will make it so much easier to 
remember. (dual code)

● They should be used at the start of a revision 
session. Then APPLY!

● Highlight the areas that you know a lot 
about, this then identifies the areas that 
you don’t. 

Specific Revision Techniques: 
Mind Maps



● The protégé effect is a 
psychological phenomenon where 
teaching, pretending to teach, or 
preparing to teach information to 
others helps a person learn that 
information.

● When you are teaching someone, 
they will ask a lot of questions. Each 
of these questions you will have to 
explain in detail. Therefore, it is very 
likely that they will ask a few 
questions you won’t know the 
answer to.Tip to parents/guardians: 

Pretend to be the student and ask your child to teach you about 
the topic/ subject area. You could hold their cue cards or 
revision notes and prompt them. Or tell them what they missed 
once they have finished! 

Teach someone else: 
‘Protege Effect’!



MathsThe Anatomy of the Exam

● Algebra
● Number
● Statistics
● Ratio, proportion and rates of change
● Geometry and measures
● Probability



MathsThe Anatomy of the Exam



MathsThe Anatomy of the Exam

● Paper 1 non-calculator
● Paper 2 calculator
● Paper 3 calculator



Foundation tier



Higher tier



Foundation formula sheet



Higher formula sheet





Revision schedule



Revision support

● Morning intervention- selected group
● Tuesday after school revision session- by invitation at first (1141 

hours run last year)
● Compulsory mathswatch tasks each half term
● Follow the revision schedule on mathswatch
● Gap analysis after each mock exam
● Weekly walking talking mock papers from January onwards



Equipment



Student Experience
(Top tips from the year 12 

students)



English

All students will sit two English exams during the November mock 

series:

● AQA English Language Paper 2: non-fiction

● AQA English Literature Paper 2:

○ 'An Inspector Calls'

○ 'Worlds and Lives' poetry cluster

○ Unseen poetry 

What is tested in the November mocks?

What exams are there?



English

What should my child know? (Language)
Students sit a 1hr 45 minute exam, and need to read two non-fiction texts before answering four 
questions. They then need to write their own 'non-fiction' response to a given prompt.  

Question Marks 
Available

Minutes Spent on 
this question

Focus of question

10 Reading Time

1 4 5 Choose 4 true statements

2 8 10 Make inferences about similarities / difference 
between texts

3 12 15 Language analysis of 1 source

4 16 20 Comparing perspectives

5 40 45 Write your own response to a non-fiction prompt



English



English

What should my child know? (Literature)
Students sit a 2hr 15 minute exam, and need to write 3 full essays plus 1 short answer response. 

Question Marks 
Available

Minutes Spent on this 
question

Focus of question

1 30 + 4 45 An Inspector Calls - students have a choice of 2 
questions and write 1 full essay.

2 30 45 Worlds and Lives poetry - students are given 1 poem 
from the cluster and must select a second poem from 
memory to compare on a given topic. 

3 24 35 Unseen Poetry - students will be given a poem to analyse. 
They will never have seen this poem before.

4 8 10 Unseen Compare - students will read a second poem and 
compare the methods used to the methods seen in the 
previous unseen poem. 



English



EnglishWhat ‘Effective Retrieval’ Looks Like 
in English

KS4 -  Grades 3 - 5

What is the writer showing us? 

➔ Create a clear topic sentence 
based on the question

How are they showing this? 

➔ Find a short, relevant quotation 

How are they shaping our views? 

➔ What methods are they using? 

Why are they showing this? 

➔ What are they trying to achieve? 
➔ How do they want their readers to 

feel / respond? 

How and why does Sheila change in 'An Inspector Calls'?

In his didactic play, Priestley creates the character of Sheila to show that the younger 
generation have the power to change. 

Priestley initially introduces us to Sheila as an infantilised and materialistic character. She 
frequently refers to her parents as "Mummy" and "Daddy". These nouns suggest Sheila is 
naive and has a carefree life because she is happy to be babied even though she is in her 
20s. Perhaps Priestley wanted to create this initial impression of Sheila as childish so we 
can see how much she changes as the play progresses. 

We also see Sheila being presented as materialistic in Act 1. "Is it the one you wanted me 
to have?". Her focus on the engagement ring so she "really feels engaged" reveals her 
need of material objects to display to others in her upper-middle class world. The question 
(spoken to Gerald) infers she is willing to carry on being submissive to men, which was 
the status-quo in pre-war Britain. Priestley wanted his audience to dislike the Birlings at 
the start of the play, as they represent the pre-war Capitalist world, and through Sheila's 
change, he wanted to show how people can change for the better. 



EnglishWhat ‘Effective Retrieval’ Looks Like 
in English

KS4 -  Grades 6+

What is the writer showing us? 

➔ Create a clear topic sentence 
based on the question

How are they showing this? 

➔ Find a short, relevant quotation 

How are they shaping our views? 

➔ What methods are they using? 

Why are they showing this? 

➔ What are they trying to achieve? 
➔ How do they want their readers 

to feel / respond? 

How and why does Sheila change in 'An Inspector Calls'?

In his didactic play, Priestley creates the character of Sheila to highlight the hope he has that the 
younger generation in post-war Britain will have the power to develop the socialist movement that 
was already taking place. 

In order to expose the protected and sheltered lifestyle of the wealthy, Priestley initially introduces us 
to Sheila as an infantilised and materialistic character. Her frequent references to her parents as 
"Mummy" and "Daddy not only depict her as naive, but the noun choices highlight her tranquil 
lifestyle, in which she is happy to be babied even in her 20s. Priestley deliberately furthers this 
negative presentation with  references to, not only Sheila's materialism, but also to her subservience 
through the line, "Is it the one you wanted me to have?". Her focus on the engagement ring so she 
"really feels engaged" reveals to necessity of material objects to display to others in her upper-middle 
class world, whilst the question infers she is willing to maintain the status quo of pre-war women 
seeking approval of the men around them. This initial negative impression of Sheila supports the 
audience's cynical view of the Birling family as a whole, while allowing us an insight into the bleak 
consequences of shielding wealthy children from the reality of the world in which they live. Through 
Sheila's development, Priestley aims to highlight the issues with ignorant Capitalist behaviour, and 
reinforce the concept that a Socialist mindset creates more selfless communities.  



EnglishRecommended Resources & 
Platforms

With regard to English Language, students need to read. A range of fiction and 
non-fiction is the best way to ensure they are confident in their ability to make 
inferences and understand key information. 

They can use the KS4 revision website to access a range of past papers. 

Students should revise the focus / marks / minutes of each question so they know 
what to expect in the exam. 



EnglishRecommended Resources & 
Platforms

With regard to English Literature, students need to be secure in their knowledge of 
'An Inspector Calls' and the 'Worlds and Lives' poems. 

You have been given a list of questions and answers that you can work through with 
your child at home. All the items on the cards have been covered in lessons, but this 
course is huge - students do need to revise at home to ensure they can achieve their 
best. 

There are a range of revision videos / notes / exam tasks on the KS4 revision 
website.
 



EnglishHow can we help?

What can students do? 

The English team run a revision cafe 
every Monday lunch time in D8. 

Students are welcome to complete 
extra essays at home and submit 

them for marking. 

We also provide form time 
intervention from English specialists 
so students are given more revision 

opportunities daily. 

What can parents and families 
do? 

Use the tasks in the back of your 
booklet to quiz your child on their 

knowledge. 

Discuss their key texts with them: 
can they tell you about important 

events and characters? 



Support responsibility of 
choices



● Videos are great for revising, as long as you’re 
watching videos on your course content.

● Hearing something explained in a different way 
can be the difference between you not 
understanding a topic and you being the master 
of that topic.

● There are lots of great websites and resources 
that can all be accessed through our KS4 revision 
website.

YouTube Tutorials / Podcasts/ Websites

● Make sure you don’t end up on the dark side of YouTube! Don’t drift off.
● Mobile phones (selfcontrol app)

○ Just 90 seconds on a mobile phone per hour means a student loses 30 hours of valuable 
learning time per year – and that’s before they even start revising 



Homework assignments

Independent Study 

Revision Planner

Exam Questions (with feedback)



We hope this has helped you to feel 
empowered in supporting your 

child to take control of their 
assessment preparation.

It is a marathon not a sprint!


