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Dear Parents / Carers,

It was lovely that so many of you were able to attend the information evening for DofE, hopefully you
found it informative. If you were unable to attend, you can still sign up and | have attached the
information presentation from the evening: Information Evening

Please read the key information below. Should your child wish to take part in DofE please fill out the
sign up form by 10/10/25. Following this our finance office will set up a payment plan.

Bronze Sign Up Form: https://forms.gle/UJwp7srQkJbCLbRm7
Silver Sign Up Form: https://forms.gle/CFpU8Sco2ibCglc66

DofE Bronze: This is available for students in DofE Silver: This is available for students in
Year 9 Year 10 & Year 12

— Volunteering section: 3 months/13 weeks — Volunteering section: 6 months/26 weeks

— Physical section: 3 months/13 weeks — Physical and Skills sections: One section for
— Skills section: 3 months/13 weeks 6 months/26 weeks and the other section for
— Expedition section: 2 days/1 night (we also 3 months / 13 weeks

complete a practice expedition — Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights

You also have to spend an extra three months If you didn’t do Bronze, you must undertake a
on one of the Volunteering, Physical or Skills further 6 months in either the Volunteering or
sections. It’s your choice which one and, the longer of the Physical or Skills sections.

though you can change your mind later, you
should decide which section you want to do
for longer at the beginning. Knowing how long
you’re going to do it for will help you to
choose your activity and set your goals for
each section.

Costs for DofE: This covers camp fees, their DofE sign up and consumables used during the award.
Bronze Award: £100
Silver Award: £120
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Evidence for the Award:

Students will fill out a “timesheet” which outlines the dates they took part in each activity and a brief
summary of what they did each week. At the end of the 3 or 6 months a chosen assessor will fill out
a report stating the achievements and progress they made. Example assessors could be their football
coach, scout leader, teacher but cannot be a direct relative. Upon the completion of each section a
photograph of these pages can be uploaded to the DofE Portal app which students have access to.

After School Training Session Dates

04/11/25 - DofE afterschool session one, buddy burners, Trangia's and first aid.
10/02/26 - DofE afterschool session two, maps, route planning, packing rucksack and kit.
10/03/26 - DofE afterschool session three, tents, trangias.

28/04/26 - DofE afterschool session four, tents, route planning, highway code.

These sessions are compulsory, start time 3.30pm in the school hall. Finish time TBC.

Camp Dates:

07-08/05/26 - DofE Bronze Practice - School Field

04-06/06/26 - DofE Bronze Real and Silver Practice - Jordans Close: Great Barford
25-27/06/26 - DofE Silver Camp - Pindale Farm: Peak District

DofE is HUGE at Etonbury Academy with a really dedicated team of teachers involved who love the
camps and supporting our students. We loved looking at the Year 11 year books and seeing so many
students writing that their favourite experience at Etonbury was DofE. The feedback we’ve received
from parents expressing how their child has grown in confidence, build friendships and become more
determined is exactly what DofE is all about.

This covers the most important details relevant to your child taking part however if you wish to find
out more in depth information on the Duke of Edinburgh Award please click here.

While the expedition part is the most ‘exciting’ section of DofE, the physical, volunteering and skills
sections are important. DofE does not end when the expedition is over so please spur your children
on to complete these. If you are still awaiting your award from a previous year it may be that it is
with DofE for final verification or that you are missing information i.e. an assessor report, or your
section has incorrect dates. Please check your DofE App and resubmit.

While | have tried to outline key information please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

Mrs Hilsden & Mrs Coverdale
ehilsden@bestacademies.org.uk

ccoverdale@bestacademies.org.uk
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