
Welcome
We hope you and your families were able to take some time to rest and reset, ready for the challenges and

opportunities that 2026 will bring. As we enter the new term, we are particularly excited about what’s ahead.
We have a range of events planned, including the UCAS convention, a Valentine’s disco, and careers meetings.

The UCAS convention will give Yr12 students valuable insight into their next steps, including university
options. The Valentine’s Disco offers a fun opportunity to develop transferable skills that can be reflected in

personal statements, while the Careers meetings provide another chance to explore the wide range of
opportunities available after sixth form. Understanding potential next steps is hugely helpful for students, as
it gives focus and direction. Of course, not all students will know their final destinations at this stage, and in
these cases, we encourage playing to individual strengths and taking opportunities that help develop soft

skills - skills that are essential for future employability and success.

Exams
It is that time of year when the atmosphere is palpable with the realisation that exams are upon us. Whether

they are mock exams or the real thing, the focus remains the same, and students have been notably studious.
Year 13 students have returned with a bang, heading straight into their mock examinations, while some of
our Year 12 students have also been completing their BTEC exams. We wish everyone the very best of luck

and encourage students to ask for help, take regular breaks, and make the best use of the support available
to them.

UCAS 
UCAS will close applications on Wednesday 14 January so it is imperative that we receive all applications as
soon as possible. This week, we have been finalising applications to ensure everyone has the best possible

chance of securing a place at their university of choice. We are checking applications daily as offers come in,
and for some students, their final destinations are starting to feel more real than a dream.

Students who are not planning to follow the university route have not been forgotten. We will now be turning
our attention to the remaining cohort, ensuring they have professional CVs and well-prepared personal

statements for any apprenticeships they may choose to pursue in the future.

Year 12 Attendance 
As we move into a more flexible arrangement with students being allowed home study from 1.30pm if they
have no lessons P5, it is important that students continue to remain focused and studious. This means not
only completing their independent work, but also attending form time and ensuring they are present at all

face-to-face lessons. At this time next year, students will be preparing for their next steps beyond sixth form.
We are already covering a wide range of important topics and information to help them navigate this

transition successfully. We kindly ask for your support in ensuring students adhere to the current
arrangements and maintain high levels of attendance. We know that when attendance slips, grades and

future opportunities can be affected. As always, working in partnership with parents and carers is extremely
important to us, so please do not hesitate to contact the sixth form team if you would ever like support or

guidance.

Chloe Dowden 

Sixth Form Message



Phone: 01462 730391

Head of Sixth Form: cdowden@bestacademies.org.uk
Sixth Form Pastoral and Administration:
lschumann@bestacademies.org.uk
ETA Sixth Form Attendance Email: 
eta-sixthformattendance@bestacademies.org.uk

Form Tutors:
Mrs Clarke: cclarke@bestacademies.org.uk
Mrs Wright: swright@bestacademies.org.uk
Ms Young: wyoung@bestacademies.org.uk
Mr Scott: cscott@bestacademies.org.uk
Mrs Harbour - Cooper: hharbour-cooper@bestacademies.org.uk

Driving Lesson / Test - Permission Form: Driving Permission Form 
Gym Permission Form: Gym Permission Form

Yr 13 Study leave: 
6  to 16  January (BTEC lessons continue to take
place) 

th th

Yr 12 UCAS discovery trip / ExCel London: 
24  March th

Emotional and Physical Support:
Bedfordshire Counselling Service: Open Door 

Hitchin Counselling Service: HCS
Mental Health Charity: Young Minds

Mental Health Support: Kooth
HelpLines: Samaritans
Sexual Health: iCaSH

Vaping: Childline
 Delete social media: BBC

Remove nude images: NSPCC
ETA Safeguarding: Etonbury Safeguarding 

Drugs and alcohol: FRANK
Drug and alcohol: BLMK NHS 

Addiction:  Aquarius:
NHS Mental Health Crisis Line: 111 and selects

option 2 
Academic Support:
Funding: Harper Trust 
Funding: Sutton Trust

Funding: Connolly Foundation
Bursary: 16 - 19 Bursary 

KEY INFO

CONTACT DETAILS

KEY DATES 
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This bulletin was designed by our Sixth Form students, we hope you find it informative and fun! 

Please use this link to find information on when
your exams are taking place

YEAR 12 & 13 BTEC EXAM DATES 2026

EXAM INFORMATION

https://forms.gle/YqL1RvP336UgnC838
https://forms.gle/YqL1RvP336UgnC838
https://forms.gle/QoeYXaaVm2ZQra5x6
https://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
https://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
https://www.hitchincounsellingservice.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.icash.nhs.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/you-your-body/drugs-alcohol-smoking/vaping/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zw7mvj6
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-reporting/report-remove/
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/parents-area/safeguarding/parental-support
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/parents-area/safeguarding/parental-support
http://www.talktofrank.com/
https://www.blmkhealthiertogether.nhs.uk/wessex-updated-content-jan-2022/drugs-and-alcohol?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.blmkhealthiertogether.nhs.uk/wessex-updated-content-jan-2022/drugs-and-alcohol?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory_record/43250/aquarius
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory_record/43250/aquarius
https://www.harpurtrust.org.uk/who-we-are#:~:text=Our%2015-year%20goal%20is,with%20high%20value%2C%20impactful%20bursaries
https://www.harpurtrust.org.uk/who-we-are#:~:text=Our%2015-year%20goal%20is,with%20high%20value%2C%20impactful%20bursaries
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/
https://www.connollyfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/sixth-form/bursary
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/sixth-form/bursary
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OvFN2u67f0yRBeDqU2jSdL0bzK9DLZmN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104105264520633883800&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://occupational-maps.instituteforapprenticeships.org/
https://occupational-maps.instituteforapprenticeships.org/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/interview-advice/the-star-method
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bedfordshire-raising-aspirations/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bedfordshire-raising-aspirations/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/in/etonbury-sixth-form-b5566b2a5?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base_contact_details%3BH1w4nA0ITUGeovswsjlbGQ%3D%3D
https://x.com/home
https://www.instagram.com/etonburysixthform/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OvFN2u67f0yRBeDqU2jSdL0bzK9DLZmN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104105264520633883800&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OvFN2u67f0yRBeDqU2jSdL0bzK9DLZmN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104105264520633883800&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZXfO0FECe3O_Jos8BozUPtzIH26K36wcaXuePlSF6-M/edit?usp=sharing
https://blog.moneysavingexpert.com/2024/10/martin-lewis--five--need-to-know-about-student-finance-2025-26/#:~:text=For%202025%20starters%2C%20the%20FULL,away%20from%20home%20in%20London.
https://blog.moneysavingexpert.com/2024/10/martin-lewis--five--need-to-know-about-student-finance-2025-26/#:~:text=For%202025%20starters%2C%20the%20FULL,away%20from%20home%20in%20London.
https://blog.moneysavingexpert.com/2024/10/martin-lewis--five--need-to-know-about-student-finance-2025-26/#:~:text=For%202025%20starters%2C%20the%20FULL,away%20from%20home%20in%20London.
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/events?query=&refinementList%5Bevent_type%5D%5B0%5D=Exhibition
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/events?query=&refinementList%5Bevent_type%5D%5B0%5D=Exhibition
https://www.theforage.com/simulations?mc_cid=dc3825f9e1&mc_eid=ec4da14769
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D62e0jMnznkwSXsK5-8-Rq9SHHnqQL2X/view?ts=67caddcf
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a7un2apkQ2GJYBE1WTbHvrZLM4KAy6Z71JxkOz_AxGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a7un2apkQ2GJYBE1WTbHvrZLM4KAy6Z71JxkOz_AxGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17L2cxdIigVvH6KbeP2gX_75TZ3JAyX77W_CrHC3PlKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/a-broad-and-inclusive-curriculum/examinations
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/a-broad-and-inclusive-curriculum/examinations
https://www.etonbury.org.uk/_site/data/files/curriculum/examinations/0AF53CE5A85A139329BA01494CFA034A.pdf

