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Welcome by Dr Alan Lee, BEST CEO
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this term’s edition of the Echo. As you will read, it is full
excellence, opportunity and service.
Our KS2 SATs results are particularly pleasing again this year. For the second year in a row we have
realised significant improvement, with Etonbury students achieving a huge 8 percent above the national
figures in Reading, Writing and Maths. We are now working extremely hard, preparing for our first set of
GCSE results in 2019; early signs are very promising indeed. Such academic excellence is enriched by a
vast array of opportunities to get involved in, whether it be in sports, the arts, drama, music or many others.
Recently, it has been such a pleasure for me to celebrate with our district and county champions across a
range of sports and to see our tremendously gifted musicians and dancers perform. Of course, with
opportunity comes responsibility. Etonbury students consistently step up to the challenge, supporting one
another, sometimes through challenging times and completing numerous charitable works, such as raising
money for the British Legion Heart Foundation or Cancer Research through Race for Life.
Looking forward, September will see the opening of our new Technology and English block. This will
complement our existing new facilities and provide an exceptional learning environment for our students to
really flourish and enjoy their studies. In January, our new Principal, Mr Evason joins us to lead Etonbury
forward on the next stage of this exciting journey. Prior to this, I will lead the school during the Autumn
Term, supported by Vice Principals, Mrs Squires and Mr Redding.
I would like to thank all members of the Etonbury family, especially our students, staff and parents/carers
for all the hard work and support given throughout the year, with a special mention of thanks to our
departing Principal, Mr Prior, who we all wish well in his new Headship. Enjoy a fabulous holiday, we look
forward to welcoming you back in September.
Dr Alan Lee

Retiring teachers - we will miss you
Mrs Patrick
After 35 years teaching and 16 years at Etonbury including the attendance of 16 Christmas Markets! Gail Patrick is retiring. She has had an amazing
teaching career and has been a real support for pupils and teachers alike. She has provided invaluable support for NQTs, many of whom have remained
and developed their own careers here. She is a well-respected member of Team Etonbury and will be sadly missed by many, but we wish her all the best
for her retirement and the plans that she had going forward.

Miss Martindale
Over her time at Etonbury, Miss Martindale has become a familiar fixture and has helped with many of the community aspects of the school such as
putting flowers on the war memorial in Arlesey, also sorting church flowers, running Rotakids as well as the cheerleading, and in her time has had more
clubs than Tiger Woods - and this is just in the past few years. Over her tenure, she has contributed much much more to the school than can be listed
here. The staff and the children will miss her presence in the school and in the corridors next year and we wish her all the very best for her retirement.

Mrs Craig
Pam has been a valued, experienced member of the SEN Team for 11 years here at Etonbury. She has supported so many children throughout her
years, her caring nature will be a loss to them. She has been a linchpin as a lead first-aider on the Year 5 residential trips and other day trips for the
duration of her tenure as well as a keen eye for maintaining behavioural standards. We wish her well for her deserved retirement.
We wish them all the best, Etonbury will not be the same without them.

News from the School Council
The Prefect Team submits ideas from the students of Etonbury Academy and attempts to push the student voice. We have managed to secure a new
bike shed this year after requesting this for a lengthy period of time. We met with the Board of Governors recently to get our ideas across to the Senior
Leadership Team, which has been a great help in pushing our ideas further. We have been tasked to fundraise money for both the P.E. department and
the Technology department, having until October to raise this money to allow the Students to have a more enjoyable experience.
We have had a very pleasurable year along with the school council and prefect team, and look forward to working with the students next year.
Kathrine (Head Girl) and Oliver (Head Boy)
Main article written by Jack (Deputy Head Boy).

Duke of Edinburgh

This year, 32 Year 9 students successfully completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. They completed all 4 sections of the award: physical,
volunteering, skills and expedition. The expeditions took place in Ivinghoe and the children all displayed a high level of independence and maturity. Well
done to all of the children: this is a huge achievement and we are really proud of you.

The Theory of Everything
A very sad moment coincided with Science week this year. Stephen Hawking, the brilliant British theoretical
physicist who overcame a debilitating disease to publish wildly popular books probing the mysteries of the
universe, died at the age of 76 on the 14th March 2018.
Considered by many to be the world's greatest living scientist, Hawking was also a cosmologist,
astronomer, mathematician and author of numerous books including the landmark ‘A Brief History of Time,’
which has sold more than 10 million copies.
Hawking merged Einstein's theory of relativity with quantum theory to suggest that space and time would
begin with the Big Bang and end in black holes. Hawking also discovered that black holes were not
completely black but emit radiation and would likely eventually evaporate and disappear, (Hawking radiation
as it would later be known).
‘A star just went out in the cosmos,’ Lawrence Krauss, a theoretical physicist and cosmologist, wrote on
Twitter ‘We have lost an amazing human being.’
Hawking suffered from ALS. He was diagnosed in 1963 when he was 21, and doctors initially gave him only
a few years to live. The key stage 2 students looked into and researched the life of Stephen Hawking. They
have all come to the realisation that if you set your mind to something you can achieve anything. The
pictures below are examples of some of the fantastic work produced by the key stage 2 students, Eloise
and Alfie. The students were really engaged with this task and asked some amazing questions. I hope that
they will continue to be interested in Science and maybe one day they can have a similar impact on others
just like Stephen Hawking did.

LAMDA
Students have been busily preparing for LAMDA examinations for their Summer Examinations. These took place on Friday 6th July. We wish all our
students the best of luck with their results, which they will receive at the end of summer.

Showcase Summer Concert
A huge well done to all of those who performed in the summer concert, the talent we have here at Etonbury is sensational. Thank you to all those who
came to support the event and a huge thank you to all the staff involved.

GCSE Drama
Students in GCSE Drama have been working in partnership with Mayak International Charity, who commissioned students to create a piece of Theatre In
Education, based on the issue of modern day slavery. The students have performed this at the Arts Showcase - ‘A Drama at the Beach’ event. The
students combined experimental drama and art in a combined showcase in the drama studio. The group will perform again at SWA Arts Festival and will
publish their play into a scripted drama as a lasting document to educate others. This will be available in libraries and for use in schools to tackle the issue
of slavery in the 21st Century. Congratulations to all the GCSE Drama students.

Transition Event
Our Arts Leaders and Performing Arts teachers worked together in partnership to host a year 4 transition event on Tuesday 26th June. This event ran in
the afternoon from 1:30pm to 3:30pm and we welcomed 180 students from local feeder schools. Students were given an Arts Experience, workshopping
Drama, Dance and Musical items from the musical Matilda.

Year 6 SATs
During May, Year 6 completed their SATS. Throughout the week, the children had to complete a Reading, SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammer),
Arithmetic and two Reasoning Papers. All of the children approached the tests with a positive attitude and smiles on their faces. Each morning the
children would have a choice of different breakfasts before completing the tests. To celebrate all of their hard work, Year 6 went to the park and had a
party on the Friday. At the party, Year 6 had a feast of party food, music and they also got to perform their dance that they had learnt. All of the staff are
immensely delighted with each and every child in Year 6 as they have all done themselves very proud.

Year 5 WOW Week - Ultimate Survivor

Throughout the term, Year 5 have been reading and following the topic of Kensuke’s Kingdom. They have produced some amazing and very creative
work which was displayed on our WOW Afternoon. We had some impressive messages in bottles, island models and survival kits that the students had
designed and made themselves. Thank you to all the visitors who came in for the afternoon.

Year 6 WOW Week - Victorians
Year 6 have been reading Street Child. As a part of their WOW week they had a Victorian dress-up day,
where they stepped back in time and experienced what it would be like to be a student in a Victorian school.
They practised their handwriting, recited poems, timetables and learnt the Lord’s Prayer, as well as playing
games and singing songs.

Farm News

Finally the sunshine has arrived. Our farm is now drier than the Sahara desert. We have had some wonderful new arrivals: 3 foster lambs joined us just in
time for our Open Day. They will be moving on to a sanctuary during the holidays, we shall be very sad to see them go. Chicken Little hatched 2 chicks
out of 16, both thriving and growing rapidly.
Sadly we lost our wonderful Elvis Piggsley, Etonbury’s first guinea pig and Scooby, the leopard gecko, both are very much missed at the farm.
The farm’s Open Day was a huge success, raising a massive £1,215. We had some great feedback, definitely something we will look to do again in the
near future. Watch this space.
Don’t forget, you can visit us over the holidays. Simply send us a message via the farm Facebook page to arrange a time and day. From all of us down at
the farm, have a wonderful summer.

Creative Students of Etonbury

There has been some very creative work going on in the Art department this term, here are a few select pieces that have stood out by the Art department
this term.
The pictures shown above were created by: Reuben, Lauren and Olivia.

Rotary Young Artist Competition

A huge well done to Alfie, Year 10, who was runner up in the Rotary Young Artist Competition in Beds, Herts and Bucks.

Sports News - Football

Stotfold U11’s Blacks football team
The Stotfold U11’s Blacks football team have had a great season. Every team member has scored a goal this season, even the goal keeper. The team is
mostly made up of Etonbury Year 6 students.
Stotfold U12’s girls football
Well done to the Stotfold Under 12 girls team who have had an amazing season this year. They have played 22 games, won 19, drawn 2 and lost 1, so
were crowned League Champions. The team consists of 7 Etonbury girls.

Sports News - Rugby

Rugby U15 girls
Well done to all of the Etonbury Girls who played rugby for Hitchin RFU this year. They won 37-5 against Buckingham in the Cup final. The weather was
not on their side but they put out a tremendous performance.
Rugby U13 boys
This year has seen Etonbury's first students Josh, Ben and Sam (who has been injured) represent Bedfordshire U13's Development Player Program in a
tournament, facing opponents from across East Midlands (East Northants, Northants Alliance and Huntington and Peterborough) at Franklins Gardens
the home of Rugby Premiership team Northampton Saints. They won two of their matches, drawing their third with Ben scoring in the corner. This is a
wonderful achievement for all three boys who have embarked on the first step on the rugby's academy pathway.

Sports News - Cricket
Etonbury won the KS2 District cricket competition this term, after winning all of their games. They
represented our school sports partnership at the County finals and were up against some tough competition.
The year 8, 9 and 10 cricket teams have shown progress this year. More students have participated in
cricket games and are nicely developing their game play.
The year 7 cricket team won the District competition and qualified for the County finals. At the County Finals
they came second and walked away with a silver medal. Well done boys.

Sports News - Rounders

The Year 9 Rounders team came joint 3rd in their County competition. They demonstrated great teamwork and a lot of progress throughout the
tournament.
The Year 8 Rounders team made it to the district final against Woodlands but unfortunately lost by 1.5 rounders after a tough game.
The Year 7 Rounders team beat Henlow in the district final and qualified for the County finals. The girls battled hard against some great schools and
walked away with the Bronze medal after beating Bedford Girls School in the play offs by 1 rounder.
The Year 5 and 6 Rounders teams showed a lot of progress throughout their league games. A lot was learnt, as mistakes were made when batting and
fielding, but looking forward to improving even more next year.

Sports News - Athletics
The KS2 boys team qualified for the finals at Bedford track after having a lot of success at their triangular
league fixtures. The KS2 girls team missed out on gaining a place at the finals by 0.5 points.
In District Athletics, we placed in the following positions:
Year 8 girls - 1st,
Year 8 boys - 3rd,
Year 7 girls - 3rd,
Year 7 boys - 8th,
Year 6 girls - 7th,
Year 6 boys - 3rd,
Year 5 girls - 7th,
Year 5 boys - 4th.
A brilliant season for all athletes - congratulations on your personal and team achievements.

Special Thanks
The P.E. department and cricket teams are hugely grateful to the Laramans and the Hewitts who supplied
us with brand new equipment. Thank you for your support and generosity this year. The P.E. department
would also like to thank all of the parents and carers who have come to support our sports teams this year.
We hope to see you again next year.

Race for Life
Another fantastic event again this year with the school and the community offering so much support to all of us as we completed the 5K course around the
local area to raise money for Cancer Research. All children and staff either walked, jogged or ran the course. Thank you very much to everyone who
donated and everyone who supported the actual event by cheering us on in the streets of Stotfold.

PGL Watersports Trip

73 children in Years 7, 8 and 10 attended the watersports trip to France this term. Travelling by coach, the children spent 9 days away from home. They
participated in a range of activities: descent down the Ardeche in canoes, paddle boarding, banana boat rides, sailing etc. A lot of fun was had and
memories were created which will last a lifetime. Without the support of parent helpers, we would not be able to run these trips. A huge thank you to
Charlotte Mathieson, Teresa Taylor and Jason Church.

Junior Inter-house Maths Team Challenge
The best mathematicians in Years 6, 7 and 8 from each house had qualified in the individual Maths
Challenge earlier in the year and were ready to take each other on in the Inter-house Team challenge on
Tuesday 10th July. The team challenge was over 4 rounds, incorporating different types of maths and
problem solving skills. The team challenge required the ability to work well as part of a team, as well as
having an exceptional maths understanding.
In a surprise upset, Thatchers narrowly beat the pre-tournament favourites Saddlers, by just a couple of
points. The battle for third place was also tight with Carters just edging out Foresters. All the students
representing the houses worked really hard on a variety of maths challenges.
Thanks again to the Year 9 and 10 helpers on the day and extra thanks to the Year 10’s for all the work
they put in before the event, preparing all the resources both today and in previous competitions.

Stotfold Mill Fair - Etonbury Farm stall
Etonbury attended the Stotfold Mill fair to raise money to help fund the fun day and raise some community

awareness for our farm. We raised £140 selling raffle tickets and the Name the Bear competition. Thank
you to all staff that donated prizes. A huge thank you to the staff that came along to show support, offer us
a much needed break and Sara for making up the raffle prizes. We also had students there helping out and
working hard.
It was a long weekend, but we had some wonderful messages of support and encouragement from the
community which made it all worthwhile. Once again a massive thank you to all those involved.

Author - William Thurl's visit to Etonbury
Our Study Centre was delighted to receive a complimentary signed copy of local author William Thurl's
collection of short stories entitled End Games. Mrs Norman would like to express appreciation of Mr Thurl’s
generosity and had the pleasure of being told a little of the history and inspiration behind many of the short
stories.
Mr Thurl, who has done supply teaching at the school in the past, revealed he was in part assisted in the
choice of book cover by a Year 5 class who were asked which illustrated artwork they preferred.

Etonbury Extra

Etonbury Extra (formerly After School Club) has been set up to help families balance work and other commitments, whilst providing children with
opportunities to join in with various activities and giving them access to the facilities in the school Study Centre.
It runs from 3:30pm to 6:00pm. For further information please contact eta-asc@bestacademies.org.uk

Are you following us on Social Media?
Did you know Etonbury is on Facebook? To keep up to date with all the latest news and events in the school please follow our page, Etonbury facebook
please click here.
The P.E. department also have their own Twitter: Follow the P.E. department on Twitter @EtonburyPe please click here

New Term Checklist
We will be back to school before you know it, to avoid students missing any lessons next year, why not sort out their health appointments during the
holidays?
Eye test: Under 16s are entitled to a free NHS eye test.
Dental check: Under 16s are also entitled to a free NHS check-up. So let’s have lots of nice smiles ready for next year.
Please make sure all students are ready for the new term fully prepared with the correct equipment for lessons.
Pencil
Colour pencils / felt tips
Writing Pen
Ruler (30cm with metric markings)
Rubber
Pencil Sharpener
Reading book
KS3/KS4 students need a scientific calculator
Note book to bring to every lesson.

The Pendleton Sports Centre

It’s back. 2 people for 2 weeks for just £20! You and a friend can have unlimited access to our state of the art Gym and Omnia Fitness classes for 2 whole
weeks! This is a great way to try out our facilities with a friend! Valid from the 1st July to 17th August

If you are looking for something to keep the kids entertained during the summer holiday, our inflatable sessions start on the 23rd July, or if they are aged
11 and above then how about our Junior gym membership? It is accessible to them all day throughout the summer holidays, with unlimited access and it
is only £20 per month.
Badminton courts and 3G pitch available throughout the school holidays. Only £2 per badminton court and £2 per person on the 3G pitch. Available
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm, booking advisable.
For more info please call on 01462 341 114
Interested in Level 1 Football Coaching? Courses are running at the centre this August. Click on the link below to reserve your space.
https://eventspace.thefa.com/bedfordshirefa/participant/arrangement.aspx?id=244732

Key Future Dates
Mon 3 Sep - Tue 4 Sep - Inset Days
Wed 5 Sep - Return to school, start of Autumn Term
Sun 30 Sep - Fri 6 Oct - Berlin Trip
Mon 22 Oct - Fri 26 Oct - Half term
Mon 29 Oct - Inset Day
Tue 30 Oct - Return to school
Wed 19 Dec - Last day of term
Thu 20 Dec - Tue 1st Jan - Christmas holidays
Wed 2 Jan - Inset day
Thu 3 Jan - Return to school, start of Winter Term

