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Welcome from Alex Prior
This has been a very busy and eventful term, with many student achievements to celebrate throughout.
As I write this, I have just attended our wonderful Christmas Concert, where many of our students
performed either as individuals, solos or duets, pianists, flautists, school bands from rock to string and
much more. I am thrilled with the continuing growth in music and drama at Etonbury, and look forward to
even more opportunities to celebrate student achievement through public performances in the future.
Our sports teams continue to go from strength to strength, now securely placing Etonbury as one of the
most successful sporting schools in the region, and I am always impressed by the care and consideration
our students show for others throughout the year, but especially at this time with the range of charities they
support.
On Tuesday we had our Christmas Assembly, where the whole school came together to celebrate
achievements in every area of school life, and everyone who attended, whether student or staff member,
reflected on our team ethos and our shared values of care, kindness and respect for all. It is always a
wonderful event with which to finish the calendar year.
So on behalf of everyone in Team Etonbury, we wish you a peaceful and Happy Christmas and New Year.
Kind regards,
Alex Prior

Here's just a selection of this term's student achievements
On Sunday 5th November, a dance group from Stotfold called Gifford Dance Academy attended a dance
competition in Kent called 'That's showbiz'. From the dance heats, the girls got chosen as judges favourite
to go to the semi-finals in Blackpool.
Most of these girls attend Etonbury Academy.
Also, Anna Reeve from Etonbury Academy got through to the semi-finals in Blackpool but in a smaller
dance group category along with Grace Kinnar, Maddi Law-Hall, Amber King,Gracie Wall and Lucy
Mathieson.
So watch this space, the semi-finals are in January 2018. Good luck girls.

Leanne Barber is a County Champion for the 3rd year in a row in her Acro Gymnastics. During the past two
years she has competed at a grade 4 level; this year she moved up to a grade 5 and did it again.

Anna Reeve did really well at county level 4 competition in Gymnastics. She came 2nd on floor and 7th
overall.

Congratulations to the following student
Adelaide Starling, who has been accepted into the County Wind Symphonia. This is a huge achievement
and took hours of rehearsal along with a rigorous audition process. She is also waiting to hear back
regarding a recent audition for the National Youth Orchestra and National Wind Orchestra; she has already
received glowing written feedback.
Issy Burrett for passing her Grade 2 cello exam.
Leah Petty for passing her Grade 2 cello exam.
Joshua Winter for his Level 1 Award in Graded Examination in Music Performance and Grade 3 Electronic
Keyboards
Tom Beach who passed Grade 3 piano with merit in July.
Nadia Chedy for passing her Grade 3 Violin exam.
Toby Livermore for passing Grade 3 Piano with merit.
Jake Manning for passing his Grade 3 Trumpet.
Oliver Jenkins-Warr for passing Grade 1 drums with distinction
Archie Podmore for passed Grade 1 drums with distinction.

To keep up to date with our student news and achievements please check out our facebook page.

Etonbury Charity Champions

Etonbury continue to help out with many charities, this term we have been very busy and here’s just a few ways in which we have made a difference:
Harvest Festival and NEED Project
Etonbury Academy’s annual Harvest Festival took place on Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th October 2017. The theme for Harvest was bees. We held
a bee cake competition across all year groups with a prize for a winner in each year. This was a great success with some amazing entries. This was
followed by a cake sale with all proceeds going to Etonbury’s Need Project. We raised a total of £72.09.
When we celebrated Harvest this year we are asked for your help to support our very successful NEED Project by donating groceries. We would like to
say a very big thank you to everyone who generously contributed, it is very much appreciated. Etonbury students collected selection boxes for the Need
Project, to ensure that as many children as possible receive something at Christmas, we counted over 600.

Viva Cuba
On the 21st October, Mrs Goldsmith set off to Cuba to visit the schools, taking with her all the donations the children of Etonbury brought in which went
directly to children living through the consequences of the recent hurricanes.

Sports News

It’s been a fantastic term for sport, a huge well done
The Year 8 Netball District Champions; Shannon Barker, Natasha Ryall, Evie Brown, Shahla Bah, Hannah Clarke, Anna Reeve, Leanne Barbern and
Bella Aylott. They have been undefeated for 4 years.
The year 7A and 7B football teams are both through to the next round of the National cup after two great wins. The U15 Girls Football team are through to
the next round of the National cup after a 1-0 win. Both year 7 and 8 Netball teams remain undefeated after playing 4 games each. The year 7 rugby team
performed well to win their first two games of their league.
The year 9 and 10 Netball teams have made an excellent start to the league, with both teams currently being undefeated.
The year 8 Netball team won the District league after winning all 8 games last half term.
Natasha Ryall, Shahla Bah and Katie Morton have been selected for the Bedfordshire County Netball squad. Well done girls.
The year 7 Netball team made a lot of progress this year. In terms of results, they won some and lost some. A lot was learnt from the lost games and the
girls were incredibly flexible each week to play out of position and with new players due to injuries.
The U15 girls football team have made a great start to the league after winning 5 - 0 against Biddenham and 8-1 against Lincroft.
The U14 girls football team are through to Round 3 of the National cup after winning 4-3 against Hitchin Girls in Round 2.
The U13 girls football team are through to Round 3 of the National cup after winning 4-2 against Queensbury in Round 2.
The U12 boys football team are through to Round 3 of the National cup after winning 3-2 against Monks Walk.
The U12 boys football B team are through to Round 3 of the National cup after winning 5-1 against Monks Walk.
The girls Rugby teams have enjoyed playing at Hitchin Rugby club this year and are looking extremely smart in their new kit. The rugby league for girls
will start in the Spring term.
The Year 8 Rugby team made huge progress this year after winning 5 out of their 7 Rugby games. They lost to 2 very strong teams but will come back
fighting next year.
The year 7 Rugby team won 4 out of their 6 Rugby games this season, also showing great progress. We will build on this years successes. Well done
boys.
The year 8 boys who competed in a District table tennis competition in the Autumn term received second place.
KS2 Boys currently in 3rd place in the league, they should be able to secure this place in their final race.
KS2 Girls started strong finishing race 1 in third place, but have now slipped down to 5th. The final race will determine their overall position. We are
pushing for fourth.
KS3 Boys are currently in 8th, but have the potential to finish 6th in their last race.
KS3 Girls are sat in 6th place, but with a strong final race will push all the way up to 4th.

Well done to all of the students who train hard, work hard and play hard! You are AMAZING.

Cheerleading Junior Coaches
On Friday 27th October, three of Etonbury Eagles' cheerleaders gave up a day of their half-term holiday to
take part in a training course to become Junior Coaches for Cheerleading at Level 1.
Our Year ten girls - Tailor-Shea Hunt, Lauren Jones and Paige Tailor - were put through their paces and
were taught what they could and could not do as a Junior Coach; the rules of Level 1 cheerleading; how to
execute a variety of motions correctly; how to teach stunts and 'spot' both stunts and tumbles; drills to help
tumbles, and how to execute and teach a variety of jumps.
As you can imagine, the girls were kept busy throughout day.
We are proud to announce that all the girls acquitted themselves well, successfully completing what is a
nationally recognised qualification. The testers commented afterwards on the positive attitude of the girls,
their existing knowledge, how well they worked with others on the course and listened to all instructions and
completed exercises very well.
They received t-shirts, goodie bags containing various items such as pens and notebooks, and, of course, a
certificate.
Well done Tailor, Lauren and Paige on this amazing achievement.

Farm News

What an eventful few months the autumn has been. Our piggies have ensured that the farm is giving Glastonbury a run for its money with the mud levels.
We very nearly lost our Squiggles, thankfully a team of amazing vets stepped in and saved his life. We’ve had stitches to remove, injections to give and
sadly some last goodbyes to say. Despite this, it really has been another wonderful, adventure filled year. We can’t wait to see what 2018 brings. We
would also like to say a huge thank you to everyone that supports our farm. With your help we raised over £500 with the Happy Bags.
From all down at Etonbury Farm, thank you.

Twas the night before Christmas down on Etonbury farm,
The animals were resting in their warm cosy barn.
The sheep were snoring, snug in their stalls,
While hay forks and rakes were propped near the walls.

Little mice skittering 'cross cobweb draped beams,
The chickens were clucking , dreaming corn filled dreams.
Peppa and George both oinked with delight,
For Mrs Goldsmith gave them extra apples tonight.

The guinea pigs squeaked as they jumped through their hay,
For Christmas night is special, Santa’s on his way,
As the stars grow brighter and moon glows clear,
The animals reflect on a wonderful year.

So much has happened down on the farm,
Squiggles was saved despite the alarm,
So much to be thankful for on this special night,
Now all wait for Christmas treats at the first sign of light.

Merry Christmas to you and those you hold dear,
Have a wonderful Christmas, we hope to see you next year.

Are your children benefitting from the clubs here at Etonbury?

Here at Etonbury we have a variety of lunchtime and after school clubs for our students to attend. There are many benefits for children to take part in a
club, they can help improve their socialising skills, confidence and boost academic performance in lessons. Please check our Clubs List available in the
Spring Term.
Students from KS2 and KS3 attend a weekly Art Club where they have been recently looking into other cultures. Using this as their inspiration, they have
designed and made masks which resemble the vibrant colours, patterns and embellishments.

Study of the Middle Ages
As part of our study of the Middle Ages, year 7 had the opportunity to try out some weapons and armour
from the time. We looked at chain mail - it was really heavy and would have been very uncomfortable,
gauntlets, leather jerkins, helmets and other protective gear. We also got the chance to hold swords, axes,
crossbows and daggers. We then made our own weapons and defensive equipment and re-enacted the
Battle of Hastings. Grace and Olivia from 7JD said it was 'cool' and 'gave us a chance to get an insight into
what they went through'.
We would like to thank Mr McGee for the loan of the kit and the chance to get involved in some real
historical action.
The photo shows Mrs Freeman preparing to do battle with year 7.

WOW Week for Year 5

Throughout the Autumn Term, Year 5 have been reading and following the topic of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. They have produced some
amazing and very creative work which was displayed on our WOW Afternoon. We had some impressive clay chocolates, characters from Charlie
described in French, shiny golden tickets and we even created our own Roald Dahl inspired people. Thank you to all the visitors who came in for the
afternoon.

WOW Week for Year 6

The wonderful world of Alice in Wonderland came to Etonbury on Thursday 23rd November for the Year 6 WOW Afternoon. Throughout the Autumn
Term, Year 6 have been following the topic of Alice in Wonderland and have worked hard to produce some fabulous work to display for the event. We had
some excellent Wonderland stories, Mad Hatter's Hats, Drink me bottles, wooden puppets and shadow puppets to name a few. Thank you also to all of
the visitors who came in for the afternoon.

Students of Etonbury sail 164 miles

13 students and 2 members of staff from Etonbury Academy had the opportunity to spend a week living and sailing a tall ship with the Cirdan Sailing
Trust. Over the course of the week, the students were taught how to handle a twin masted ship including raising and lowering sails, steering and turning
the boat as well as cooking and keeping the vessel clean and habitable. The students quickly adapted to working in a challenging environment,
particularly when trying to use an oven and hob when the boat lists to one side. They showed an incredible amount of emotional resilience, particularly
when cold, wet and tired and many of the students received their RYA level 1 qualification. In addition several stand out students received their level 2
'competent crewmen' award.
Their voyage took them from Harwich out into the North Sea via Felixstowe. They journeyed south along the coast dodging the tail end squalls of
hurricane force winds coming across the Atlantic. Overall traveling 164 miles. A huge well done to all the students who went on the trip.

Pop up Planetarium visit

An Amazing Experience for the Pupils at Etonbury
Soaring through the solar system, galloping around galaxies and surveying spectacular supernovas were just a few wonders of the universe explored by
our year 5 and year 8 students.
On Monday 2nd October and Tuesday 3rd October the students had the chance to be astrophysicists for a lesson with the help of University of
Hertfordshire.
When Dr. Mark Gallaway, a fellow at the Astrophysics department at the University of Hertfordshire arrived it was hard to believe that he had packed the
entire universe into such a small box. However, unveiling the contents it was certain that the students were in for a real treat.
As the giant pop up planetarium swallowed each student into its dark interior, anticipation levels rocketed. Within moments, students were hurtling through
space, discovering unchartered territories, uncovering new information and developing a love for a space exploration which we hope they will hold a flame
for.
At Etonbury, we want to encourage our students to explore, enquire and ask the questions not yet answered. Hopefully, our latest space quest will
stimulate our students’ inquisitive minds and inspire many more to take the science and technology flight path.

Here are just some of the students’ comments 'I thought the planetarium was really cool because it actually felt like I was in space. It was amazing, the meteor felt like it was really going to hit us.' Year
8 student
'The planetarium was a very educational experience, it taught us in a fun way. We learnt many interesting facts about space, stars and the Milky Way.
The space like experience was extremely fun. I felt like I was there.' Year 8 student
'I really like learning about space. I thought it was very educational.' Year 5 student

Year 7 - Visit from a French theatre company
A French theatre company, Onatti Productions visited Etonbury to perform 'Le château' to Year 7. The year is 1540. A young English Knight, William
Babbington, travels to France in search of a beautiful French Mademoiselle. But not for himself, he has been sent by King Henry VIII to find a suitable
wife - his fourth. Once William has located a suitable match, he must paint her portrait and return to England to collect his reward. William arrives in
France totally ill-equipped. He can't speak much French, he has no idea where he is going and, most worryingly, he can't paint. After a confusing and
rather awkward encounter with a French peasant, William learns of a beautiful young Mademoiselle called Catherine living in small castle nearby. If this
Catherine is truly beautiful then all William needs to do is to convince her to be King Henry VIII's wife and paint her portrait. Easy? Not if you can't speak
French or paint.
The play shows us the strategies William Babbington uses to communicate with very little knowledge of French. Year 7 participated well in the play and
know a lot more French than they thought they did.
A big well done to Year 7 from Mrs Patrick.

Christmas Tree Festivals
Etonbury Academy was delighted to receive invitations to take part in local Christmas Tree Festivals at St
Mary's Church in Stotfold on 2nd and 3rd December, then a week later at St Peter's Church in Arlesey on
the 9th and 10th December. The theme chosen for both was Bees and Butterflies, to highlight the plight of
these beautiful insects which are reducing in numbers but are vital for our environment.
A large age-range of pupils were enthusiastically involved in the creation of the decorations, which looked
beautiful when displayed.
We hope that members of the public got as much enjoyment from looking at the tree as we did creating it.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas

Here at Etonbury we have really got into the Christmas spirit with our Christmas jumper day, Christmas market, Christmas concert and Christmas
competitions.
Our Etonbury Extra club students all took part in a Christmas cake design competition to win a selection box. Well done to everyone who took part. The
designs were very imaginative and it was difficult for us to choose the 3 winners.
Above are the winners with their designs.

Etonbury Christmas Concert
At 7pm on Wednesday 13th December, the lights dimmed and the candles were lit as Etonbury started its Christmas Concert. 66 students 12 staff
members took part in the performance providing an entertaining evening of high quality music that filled the hall with the sounds of Christmas. The
concert started with an unaccompanied staff and student choir singing 'The Carol of the Bells’ by candlelight and then moved into performances from the
Wind band, String group, School band, Rock band, GCSE music groups and solo and small group performances. The students did a fantastic job and
were helped out by an amazing backstage and AV crew. The concert ended with a rousing performance of Slade’s ‘Merry Christmas Everybody’ which
was played by the school band and sung by the rest of the cast and the audience. At the end the applause wouldn’t stop. Mrs Hardy ended up having to
quieten the audience to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and make the announcement that the concert raised £203.40 for the Need Project. Soon the
applause started again and continued while the students filed off the stage.
A magical night was enjoyed by those who attended and it was a fitting, festive celebration of team Etonbury and the musical talent of the students and
staff involved.

Arlesey Archive Group Exhibition
On the 28th October 2017, Arlesey Village hall was host to the Arlesey Archive Group. I attended the
exhibition with an array of pictures and old newspaper clippings from the 1950’s and felt extremely proud of
our collection. It was a memorable event, creating an atmosphere of joy and laughter for most. Especially
for those individuals who decided to sing me the chorus of the Etonbury Hymn.
Etonbury changed lives then and continues to do so now with a ripple effect of positivity in the community.

News from the Pendleton Sports Centre

Here at the Pendleton Sports Centre we are preparing for our second Christmas. We have put up our Christmas tree and started our 12 days of fitness
competition to win an Ipad and Fitbit.
Since our last update, we have introduced a selection of early morning classes, Junior Omnia and our children’s parties are now in full swing; offering a
variety of party styles for up to 25 children and starting from just £74. The car park is now finished and it has alleviated the parking issue, but can we ask
that you take care entering and exiting, as there has already been an accident.
We do have a couple of offers on that will save you some money. If you’re interested in signing up to one of our memberships before the January rush,
then The Rest of the Year free promotion will be running till the end of December. With this offer, the sooner you join, the more money you save.
If you would prefer to wait till January, then we have the £20.18 offer which starts New Year’s Day and runs for two weeks. You will benefit from saving on
the joining fee and pay a reduced price of £20.18, for the remaining month too.
These offers are available to all new memberships including our exclusive discounted BEST and Junior memberships.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you on behalf of all the team here at the Pendleton Sports Centre a fabulous Christmas break and a healthy
start to the New Year of 2018.

EACA News

Hello again - Just some updates on EACA and what we have been up to.
After a nice quiet Summer, we have thrown ourselves into events leading up to Christmas.
Friday 16th November, we had our EACA Quiz Night - it was a great success and all seemed to enjoy themselves. We had lovely fish and chips
discounted and prepared by Arlesey Fish and Chips - which were delicious. The EACA team rallied round serving drinks at tables, sorting the food, asking
questions and keeping score. We even had a few of EA students running around helping out so thank you to Cherry James, Mia Basford and Sophie
Williams. We do not have final figures raised as yet but this will be announced on our Facebook page soon.
Wednesday December 6th was our double whammy Christmas Disco
5.30 – 7.15 – Years 5 & 6 – With DJ Jay, cans of drinks, crisps, sweets and glow items – then a half hour slot with circus entertainer.
7.30 – 8.45 - Years 7 & 8 – With DJ Jay, cans of drink, crisps and sweets, hot chocolate, popcorn and event seating with LED candles - additional half
hour slot with a close-up magician to each table.
There will be questionnaires going to Years 9 & 10 to see what the most popular idea is for their evening of entertainment, so you have not been forgotten.
Our last event for the year was the Christmas Fayre on 8th December at the Academy.
This year, EACA were asked to help out so all years can join in in the festivities which we think is fantastic and really promotes ‘Team Etonbury’.
All craft stall bookings went through Nicola at EACA and the team was there at the event to help, organise, set up and serve drinks, sweets and hot choc.
We were located in the Pendleton Centre as well as the canteen.
We enjoyed seeing as many of you as possible at each event to support EACA and your children who attend the Academy.

Term Dates
Wednesday 3rd January – start of Spring Term
Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February – Half Term
Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April – Easter Holidays
Monday 16th April – start of Summer Term
Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June – May Half Term
Monday 23rd July – Tuesday 4th September – Summer Holidays
Wednesday 6th September – start of Autumn Term

We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at Etonbury.

