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Welcome from Alex Prior
I am delighted to welcome you to this term’s edition of the Echo. It really has been a jam-packed three
months, with some amazing student experiences and achievement across all year groups.
Every week at Etonbury really does feel like an event – whether there are trips, extra-curricular clubs, yet
more sporting success stories, or simply wonderful examples of student work, kindness and team spirit, it is
never dull for a moment.
I must mention the recent Victorian Day costumes, so beautifully provided by you parents and carers. The
students looked the part and I found myself thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to play the part of a
Victorian Headmaster when I addressed them on the playground. It was great fun and very good humoured.
Despite my dire warnings and threats I’m happy to report no Etonbury student was caned or made to write
out a hundred lines.
I hope this edition gives you plenty to read and some great photos to look at. My end of year letter will be
with you soon, celebrating more success and giving you details of the amazing new developments to look
forward to next year.

Super Year 6 SATs Results
As the School Year draws to a close, I just felt I had to say a big ‘Well Done’ to all our Year 6 pupils for their fabulous SATs results.
Throughout the year, the pupils have worked incredibly hard, not just in their core lessons, but also in Homework Club, Easter School and in extra
intervention groups. They have been enthusiastic about doing the very best they can, in what is deemed to be one of the trickiest School Years in a
Primary Child’s journey. This has resulted in the great news, that as a Year Group, we are well above National Average in all areas!
I am just so proud of every pupil in Year 6, and appreciate all the support given to us by you at home as well as the hard work and dedication from all staff
at Etonbury. On this happy note, I hope that you all have a happy and sunny Summer Holidays. The Year 6 pupils definitely deserve it.
Theresa McGuire
Head of KS2

Bikeability

In April of this year, 48 Year 5 pupils took part in the Bikeability Scheme, which is designed to improve their biking abilities and their confidence to become
safe, considerate and able cyclists. The course was demanding but the pupils approached it with positivity. The Instructors did, in fact, comment on their
willingness to listen, learn and put what they had learnt into practice.
We are delighted to say that 44 pupils achieved a Level 2 pass, which included going out onto the local roads. The remaining four received Level 1
passes or Certificates of Commendation. Well done to our Year 5 cyclists.
We would also like to express our appreciation to local motorists who showed consideration for the pupils on the roads during the course.

Maths Challenge
On the 20th of April, Matthew Christopher, Michael Yianni, Kira Oestreicher and myself took part in the UK
Maths Challenge. We competed against 24 other teams from different schools which included Samuel
Whitbread Academy and Henlow Academy, who we travelled with. We came 19th which we were proud of
as the challenges were difficult. There were four rounds, which included the group round, the cross number,
the shuttle and the relay. Matthew and I competed last year so we felt more confident taking part this year.
It was an exciting and amazing day and I enjoyed taking part and having the opportunity to represent the
school.
Lauren Jones 9IB

Peregrine Recorder Orchestra for Year 5’s

On Wednesday 26th April, pupils in Year 5 were treated to a performance by some of the members of the Peregrine Recorder Orchestra. A variety of
pieces were played including Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines, Greensleeves, Yellow Bird, Bare Necessities, Wimoweh, Three Blind Mice
and more traditional pieces from the 1600s. The performers used eight different sized recorders, some made of plastic and others made of different types
of wood. The instruments were the garklein (really small and squeaky), sopranino, descant, treble, tenor, bass, great bass and contra bass (which cost
£3,000 and was taller than most of the pupils). Pupils were able to talk to the performers and see the instruments 'up close and personal'. The pupils
were all enthusiastic and very well-behaved ambassadors for Etonbury Academy and this was commented on by our visitors. Well done.

Junior Maths Challenge
On Thursday 27th April, 63 excited pupils took part in The Junior Maths Challenge set by UKMT based at
the University of Leeds. The 63 pupils comprised of thirty Year 8 pupils, thirty Year 7 and 3 Year 6. The
challenge is aimed at the top 10% of mathematicians in the country and is sat under exam conditions and
marked externally. The top 40% of all entrants are awarded certificates and the top few progress to the
next round. The challenge encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in using
basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.
As pupils progressed to the hall to sit the exam, nerves were in evidence but by the end, pupils expressed
that they had had an enjoyable experience.

Race for Life

Etonbury Academy participated in the Race for Life in May in order to raise money for Cancer Research. The students and staff completed a 5K route
around the local community and they had the option to walk, jog or run the course. Some of the students and staff made a real effort to dress up for the
event. We exceeded our target to raise £2000 so thank you very much to everyone who contributed and helped us to reach our goal. Along the route,
there were many supporters out in the street to cheer us on so a massive thank you for all of your support. Next year we plan on doing the Race for Life
again.

Sports News

The year 7 boys’ football team won the district league after only one defeat. They played 8 games, won 6, drew 1 and lost 1. The boys will be in the A
league next academic year for Year 8. Well done to all the players.
KS2 Athletes won the District Quad Kids event, becoming District Champions. The team consisted of 4 girls and 4 boys and they each had to complete a
series of events. They have been invited to the County finals later on this term.
The KS3 girls rugby players from Etonbury and Robert Bloomfield Academy competed against a Peterborough side and although they walked away with a
loss, the skill level was excellent. Well done to all of the girls who played.
In the Bedfordshire and Luton Schools Combined events championships, our athletes executed some skilful performances. The Junior girls team came
3rd overall, the Junior boys team came 6th and the Intermediate girls team came 13th. Some fantastic results and some new personal best’s!
The KS2 girls attended the County Finals for Football after being district champions earlier in the year. The girls came away with silver medals after
achieving 2nd place overall.
In May over 30 students and staff competed at the AAA Athletics County Championships at Bedford track. All of the participants competed against club
athletes and we were the third largest club at this event. Many students received medals in their events and some achieved their personal bests. Thank
you to all of the parents who supported this event and well done to all of the athletes involved.

The KS3 athletes did exceptionally well at the District competition at Bedford Track. The year 7 girls team won the whole competition. Well done to
everyone who took part.
In basketball, Dylan Smith, William Laraman and Harvey Wilden from Year 7 have been selected to play for the North Herts Knights under 14's team next
season. Well done boys.

Sports Day
Sports day was a fantastic day this year, being our biggest sports day yet! With 5 year groups all competing in their houses in a variety of field and track
events, there could only be one overall winner. Forresters house were the winners of the 2017 annual sports day - congratulations.
The house winners in each year group were:
Year 5 - Forresters
Year 6 - Forresters
Year 7 - Carters
Year 8 - Carters
Year 9 - Saddlers

Sponsorship
A huge thank you to Chris Ryall and M.J.Ryall Building Suppliers who provided sponsorship money this
year to the P.E. department. With the money, a brand new Girls Rugby kit was designed and purchased.
The girls are already looking forward to wearing this next year.

Duke of Edinburgh

23 Year 9 students from Etonbury participated in the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award this academic year. The award consisted of them taking part some
kind of physical activity, learning a new skill and volunteering to other helps. The students had to do these activities for one hour a week for a required
length of time. The students finalised their award by taking part in an expedition which lasted over a weekend. The students had to plan and walk their
routes over a period of two days. They had a skills weekend and a practice weekend before their final expedition. We are very pleased to say that all of
the students passed this award. They are the first students of Etonbury to ever complete the Bronze award. Next year some of these students have
applied for the Silver Award. The Bronze award has been offered as an opportunity for the current Year 8s and they will complete the award next
academic year.

Cheerleading News

On 10th June this year, our two Etonbury Eagles Cheerleading Squads took part in a competition ran by ICE in Bedford. The excitement and enthusiasm
of the girls was inspiring. Thunder competed against a strong field in the Level 1 competition. Their timing, jumps, tumbles and execution of stunts were
an absolute joy to behold. The Level 2 squad, Lightning, completed a routine with more advanced elements in it and also performed extremely well. We
are very proud of both squads.
Well done to all who participated.

On July 10th, both Etonbury Eagles squads were again in action at the local Samuel Whitbread Arts Festival. There were ooohs and aahs of delight and
gasps of amazement from the audience, many of whom may not have witnessed cheerleading before. Once again, the girls acquitted themselves well,
demonstrating their growing skills in all aspects of the sport.

LAMDA
Two of the cast from Horrible Histories who are on a national tour, Laura and Ashley, had a great time meeting the drama students, answering questions
and listening to their monologues. They said they were all really good and full of confidence. I hope they found it useful.

This term in LAMDA we have been rapidly working towards our EXAMS.
We have been working hard on our pieces, introductions and exam questions
It has been tricky with our mini heatwave and sports day, but the children have been working very hard. I am excited for them to show all their hard work
to the LAMDA examiners on the 20th July. They can then enjoy a restful summer and hopefully be rewarded with a day of celebratory fun and games
when we return in the autumn term. Keep practising.
Terri

Student News
Leanne Barber
Leanne Barber finished in 8th place in the Inter-Regional championships acro-gymnastic competition in
April 2017. Leanne performed at a very high standard with her partner throughout the acro-gymnastics
competition.

Student News
Amber Maving
Amber Maving competed in the BBTSA National Championships for Twirling and was very successful. She
came 6th in the beginner novice fancy, 4th in the beginner novice solo, 2nd in the beginner novice 2baton
and 3rd in the novice dance twirl. Amber picked up some great medals after her outstanding performances
in 2baton twirl challenge and group twirl challenge. She came 1st in both of these competitions.

Student News
Adelaide Starling
After taking part in the Rotary Young Musician competition at the beginning of this year I was asked by the
Chairman to perform at their annual district conference in Bristol.
I had to choose four short pieces that the audience would know. I wasn't able to have anyone play with me
so I had to find some music just for the flute...which is quite hard when you have had a piano play with you
most of the time.
On the way down to Bristol I was very nervous, as I was thinking of what if I make a mistake.
When we got there I had to set myself up on stage with a stand and microphone, this was the time they told
me I would be playing to over 400 members of the Rotary.
My favourite piece was Sailor's Hornpipe - all of the audience knew this and started clapping along.
I enjoyed the experience even though it was very nerve racking.
Adelaide Starling

School Council
This year, the school council and senior prefects have begun to identify a number of areas they feel could
be developed within the school and a number of individuals have completed very good actions to help make
the school a better place. Behaviour issues have been noted and reported and that has helped improve the
general morale on the playground. The sport prefects are in the process of designing a new football kit for
the year 10s and 11s and other prefects have helped organise the school trip for year 9 this year. The
prefects this year have helped shape the school for the future by raising issues that are to be dealt with in
due course.
This has been a successful year at Etonbury Academy for the School Council and we hope to continue this
in the future.
James Kolek, Head Boy 2015-2017

Battlefields Trip

Early in the morning of the 24th May, 39 students from Year 8 along with 3 staff and 2 parent helpers, set off on a Study Tour of the WW1 Battlefields.
Crossing the channel using the Eurotunnel, the students began with a visit to Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, near Ypres in Belgium. Our guide very
quickly established the scene of the early battles of the conflict and the reason for the enormous cemeteries. We were also fortunate enough to begin

building our understanding of the diversity of people involved, by examining gravestones from a range of the nations that participated in the conflict. This
was quickly followed by our guide taking us to see a preserved trench system at Bayernwald and the students beginning to develop a real sense of what it
would have been like for British soldiers living in the trenches. They also began to understand that German trenches were much more substantially
constructed and the reasons behind this. A brief stop at Hill 60 examined the importance of tunnelling during the conflict and this was followed by a visit to
a German cemetery at Langemark to make comparisons between the ways that different nations remember their war dead (as well as making an
interesting link to how the cemetery was used for Nazi propaganda in the lead up to WW2). We were also fortunate enough to see Tyne Cot cemetery,
which is the largest in the world. We then traveled to Ypres, for a quick evening meal before two of our students (Aimee McDonald and Ben Golt) and Mrs
Murphy had the honour of laying a wreath at the Menin Gate during the Last Post ceremony. This was a moving moment for many in the group.
The second day focused on the Surgery and Treatment section of the GCSE course that next year’s Year 9 History students will follow. We began by
visiting the Lochnagar Crater where the volunteers were kind enough to give us a shell casing that they had found the previous day. We then walked
through the experience of a casualty being evacuated from no-man’s land. We got together in Sunken Lane and our guide talked us through the errors
that were made at the beginning of the battle leading to the high casualty rate, followed by tracing the route wounded men would have taken to reach a
field hospital. Following lunch, we were given a talk on the equipment used by British soldiers before going to visit the Thiepval Memorial.
Our final day focused on Arras, with visits to several more cemeteries and students were also given the opportunity to shop in the town square. We then
took a look at the Canadian memorial at Vimy Ridge and considered the lessons that had been learned from the Somme and why this later battle was
regarded as more successful for the allied forces.

Rock UK Trip

95 Etonbury students from years 6 - 8 visited the Frontier Centre in Northamptonshire for a residential trip over three days and two nights. The students
participated in a range of activities such as: open canoeing, abseiling, high ropes, king swing etc. All of the students had a great time and really
represented the school well. Students experienced new activities, conquered some fears and made new friends.

High School Musical

An enormous well done to all the students and staff who took part in the production of High School Musical, it was a huge success and a performance that
was enjoyed by many!
High School Musical is the first full musical here in a good number of years, the Creative Arts are going to continue to go from strength to strength as we
grow, and be a source of pride for every member of Team Etonbury.

Etonbury Farm

Summer time down on the farm is a wonderful time of year, birds singing high in the trees and all of our residents basking in the hazy sunshine. It is with
this warmer weather that the farm becomes a busy yet tranquil place to be.
What fun we’ve had over the last couple of months! Our resident sheep, Nibbles, Toodles and Squiggles had their first shear! They have halved in size
and seem much more comfortable without their heavy fleeces.
As luck would have it, a local resident of Stotfold, has taken the fleeces to clean, treat and spin! Keighley Butler from Barn 2 Yarn has been working
tirelessly to make our wool beautiful and ready to knit with. With the size of our fleeces, we will be fortunate enough to not only have enough for a
commemorative plaque, but also to knit lots of jumpers and cardigans for premature babies at Addenbrooks Hospital.
We have recently welcomed the arrival of 4 kittens! Pooshka, Etonbury’s newest rescue was not chubby as we suspected, she was heavily pregnant!
After a 7 hour labour, Pooshka delivered 4 healthy kittens, 3 of which have homes waiting for them in a few weeks. One little kitten will be staying with us
here at Etonbury.
It’s now time to wait for the Tesco Bags of Help results! Thank you to everyone that asked for tokens and supported Etonbury Farm! We are hoping to get
at least second place, this will give us enough funds to install some much needed pig fencing and buy a field shelter for the sheep.
With lots of improvements on the horizon, we are looking for trades that can help us with the fencing and shelter construction. Can you help? Or know
anyone that can? Please get in touch.
The farm is open over the summer holidays, we always welcome pre arranged visits so do get in touch if you’d like to come down and meet our animals.
Please email: kgoldsmith@bestacademies.org.uk to arrange a visit.
From all here at Etonbury Farm, have a wonderful summer!

Rotakids

Rotakids is a club that meets every Friday in the Tech room. It is part of the Rotary Association aimed at key stage 2 & 3 pupils. It encourages them to try
new things, support charities and help others.
This has been an interesting first year for the Rotakids. We started with a couple of pupils, attendance has then varied between 2 and 14 a week. Next
year we hope to consolidate on this and get the attendance up to the twenties mark. This way, we can be officially recognised and get a charter.
We have had lots of fun and done some interesting things, as well as hearing from some exciting speakers. We have had 2 cake sales for charity, the first
for Red Nose Day, and the second for Marys Tears, a charity that provides meals for school children in countries less fortunate than ourselves, where
children who go to school can actually have a hot meal every day.
We made shrinkles and had talks from Rotary members talking about the charities they support, including a very interesting talk about Romania from a
couple who have spent a long time over there. They brought two Romanian friends with them and besides talking about what it’s like to live in Romania,
they also brought along hats and other Romanian bits and pieces for the group to look at and try on.
We have also started collecting ring pulls from cans. These will be sent to a charity in the Philippines where local ladies make jewellery and bags which
are then sold. The profits go back to the ladies to supply them with enough money to feed their families.
Our first year has had some ups and downs. We elected a president Aisha, but because of lots of other commitments, she has had to stand down. We
now have a new president Izzy, who, with help from Secretary Olivia, are doing a great job of continuing on and building on the progress so far.
Next year we plan to build on this year’s successes and add new adventures to our club.

Art Exhibition

On Thursday 6th July students celebrated their success with staff and parents at the first KS4 Art and Photography exhibition. The work on show featured
a wide range of media and materials being used by students who had developed and created some exciting project work and final pieces. The Art and
Photography faculty is very proud of the students achievements so far and look forward to getting stuck into new projects this year! Well done everyone
an excellent start to the GCSE coursework.

Merit Totals
The Merit totals are as followed for the summer term:

Carters 2710
Forresters 2960
Saddlers 2872
Thatchers 2826

The Total number of merits for the whole year:

Carters 11601
Forresters 12209
Saddlers 12154
Thatchers 11,695

Forresters have won the interhouse and were given a non-uniform day on Friday 14th July.

EACA

We are continually asked what EACA is. Well basically, we are the Parent Teacher Association for Etonbury Academy.
Currently we are on a recruitment drive to find team members who will organise and take on one of the main roles. This can be done after work as the
existing team are all full time working parents. The more there are of us, the less any one person has to do – so please get in touch.
We have decided not to do ‘Summer Sounds’ this year as we did not have too much support last year from families so we will be running an event in
September so the new Year 5s can join in and new families can come to the Academy and meet us all whilst enjoying the fun.
The event will be similar to a talent show. We will have inflatable races along the lines as we had last year, craft stalls and displays – just not the bands as
this cost us a great deal - this time the students will be the main attraction.
We are also planning a Comedy evening and leading up to Christmas, another Quiz Night which seems to be very popular.
We can no longer offer Discos to accommodate all years so we will be breaking the fun nights down and having events to suit each age group.
Donations from companies and parents in the way of time, prizes and cash will always be welcome. The more we bring in the more we can give back to
the students. If any local businesses wish to get involved and sponsor an event, please do let us know.
We hope to hear from you soon. There is an EACA meeting on the 19th July at the First Step Offices if you wish to attend – 7.30 onwards – come and see
what we are all about.

Nicola James
Vice President

New Term Check List
We will be back to school before you know it, to avoid students missing any lessons next year, why not sort out their health appointments during the
holidays.
Eye test: Under 16’s are entitled to a free NHS eye test.
Dental check: Under 16’s are also entitled to a free NHS check-up. So let’s have lots of nice smiles ready for next year.
Please make sure all students are ready for the new term fully prepared with the correct equipment for lessons.
Pencil
Writing Pen
Ruler
Rubber
Pencil Sharpener

News from the Pendleton Sports Centre

We are now into our 10th month here at The Pendleton Sports Centre. As you may be aware, work has started on our new car park. We will be having an
additional 60 parking spaces, two of which will be disabled parking. Work on this will continue and should be finished by the start of the new academic
year in September.
We have also now started our children’s parties! There are an exciting range of parties available that can be tailored to your needs. This can include our
24ft obstacle course bouncy castle, which is great fun for all ages!
If you are looking for something to keep the kids entertained during the summer holiday, then keep in mind our Junior gym membership. It is accessible to
them all day throughout the summer holidays, with unlimited access.
We also have a brilliant offer running at the moment. From the 1st July to 17th August, for just £20 you and a friend can have unlimited access to our state
of the art Gym and Omnia Fitness classes for 2 whole weeks! This is a great way to try out our facilities with a friend!
For more information please call on 01462 341114.

We are on Social Media

Did you know Etonbury are on Facebook? To keep up to date with all the latest news and events in the school please follow our page.
Etonbury facebook

Key future dates
Autumn Term starts - Wednesday 6th September 2017

