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Welcome from Alex Prior
Dear Etonbury Parents and Carers, and Academy supporters,
Welcome to our December Etonbury Echo.
As always there has been so much going on here it is difficult to know where to begin or what to include,
but it certainly has been an exciting term already. As we head in to the festive season I know that many of
you will be looking forward to our renowned Christmas Fair, and I hope you will be bringing your purses
ready to stock up on those unique Etonbury gifts and stocking fillers that you can only get here, from our
incredibly creative students and staff!
The past term has seen the launch of the Pendleton Centre and 3G Pitch, and everyone involved has been
surprised by the level of community uptake for the new facilities. We expected it to be popular, but bookings
and use has exceeded even our best projections. This means that we are now looking at further sports and
leisure enhancements for the students and community. More on that in due course, but a big thank you for
all your support so far.
There have also been some great trips, super student work, new additions to the farm (many students have
now met Peppa, the Pot-bellied Pig), and yet more site enhancements that benefit every student. There are
more to come.
We will be finishing this term on a rather special note! Some months ago I discovered a copy of The
Yeoman, Etonbury Academy’s magazine from the late 1950’s (essentially the fore-runner of this
electronically delivered Etonbury Echo), and in it were the lyrics for the Etonbury school song. This was
written by a couple of young English and Music teachers who were here at the time. After some amazing
detective work by John Street, our Chair of Governors, he not only tracked down these retired teachers
(now sprightly 80 plus year olds), but managed to ascertain the actual tune. This has been scored and the
students have been learning it. At our end of term assembly we will be delighted to perform the Etonbury
Song for the first time in more than fifty years to those teachers who will be our very special guests. We’ll
record it and make it available to you all.
What a way to end the term!
Merry Christmas everyone.
Alex Prior
Principal

Pendleton Sports Centre Grand Opening

Earlier this term we were absolutely thrilled and delighted to welcome back Victoria Pendleton CBE, ex-Etonbury student, to open the brand new school
and community Fitness and Leisure Centre named in her honour.
She was an absolute delight and gave very generously of her time. Although this was an event primarily organised for the funding agencies and
organisations who have made the centre possible, we were able to have our Yr9 students present and she spent a lot of time with them signing
autographs and taking “selfies”!
I took the opportunity to ask Victoria to become Honorary Patron of Etonbury Academy, and I am very grateful she enthusiastically agreed. So I am
hopeful that in future there will be other opportunities for students to meet and hear from her and be inspired by her drive and determination. Our website
homepage will shortly be updated with a very nice message from her to us all.
We were also pleased to welcome our local MP, Alistair Burt, who has since visited me separately and enthused about the development and potential of
Etonbury, and representatives from the Football Foundation, Central Bedfordshire Council and the new CEO of BEST, Dr Alan Lee. All of whom have
been tireless supporters and worked very hard to bring these fantastic new facilities and opportunities to Etonbury students and the local community.

Growing our own

As many of you know, I have been very keen to build upon and develop our school farm and offer agricultural courses here. As a part of this, I have been
in discussions and negotiations with Central Bedfordshire Council and others about facilitating and planting a Reference Orchard here at the school. This
is a rather special kind of orchard because it will not only produce amazing fruit, but it will also be of community and scientific interest. This is because it
will contain examples of specific historic apples, pears and even nuts that were the mainstay of the Central Bedfordshire economy a century ago, when
the area was second only to Kent for apple growing in the UK.
With the commitment and support of local environmental officers, including parent Liz Anderson, and the support of BEST, I am delighted to be able to
announce that a suitable parcel of land was allocated here on site, has now been properly fenced and the first trees have been planted. I know the
students are thrilled at this opportunity and I am very much looking forward to the orchard flourishing and growing alongside our students.

Author Day
On Wednesday 28th September, Year 5 were treated to a creative story writing day with author of the
Anouka Chronicles; Philippa Joyner. During the morning students wrote their own space travel story and
listened to Philippa reading some of her new novel. Throughout the afternoon, students made their own
storyboards on the Anouka Chronicles and shared their ideas with Philippa. An amazing day was had by all!

WOW week - Year 5 - Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

In Year 5 our topic this term has been ‘Curious Confectionery’ and we are reading ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ in Literacy. The staff and students
all thoroughly enjoyed dressing up as various Roald Dahl characters on Monday and got involved in many different activities in their lessons throughout
the week, all related to Roald Dahl’s stories. We had a fantastic celebration of all the students’ hard work on Thursday afternoon at a WOW week
celebration! Thank you to all the parents for their support with the costumes and for coming along to the exhibition! We hope the students thoroughly
enjoyed the WOW week.

WOW week - Year 6 - Alice in Wonderland

On Tuesday 29th November, Year 6 held their Alice in Wonderland WOW afternoon. The event was held in the hall and showcased the excellent work the
children have produced over the Autumn term. On display were the incredible shadow puppets created in Science, the imaginative key rings created in
Technology, the fabulous creative writing describing the Wonderland in English and also the Alice in Numberland work completed in maths to name a few.
The event was very well supported by parents, carers, grandparents and friends and the Year 6 team would like to thank all of those who attended. The
children thoroughly enjoyed producing this work and it was a lovely opportunity to share it all with so many.

Tudor Day

On Friday 21st October, all Year 8 students participated in a Tudor Day, with the highlight of the day being a visit from 'Courtlye Musick'. This is a group
of performing musicians that introduced the students to a range of Tudor instruments and styles of music, both performing for them and inviting them to
join in with singing some Tudor songs. Throughout their presentation, the troupe explained how music developed and the connection to events of the
era. Whilst some students watched the presentation, others were busy working away on the task of composing their own Shakespearean sonnets
following the conventions of rhyming schemes and iambic pentameter. After this, groups were treated to a game of 'mob football', as the Tudors would
have played (or at least until it was banned in 1540!). The afternoon saw students following their normal timetables with a Tudor twist - those in languages
examined Martin Luther's influence on the Reformation and Christopher Columbus' mistranslated journal; others in PSCHE looked at the developments in
Parliament; and those studying History continued to learn about the differences in Tudor food. The student feedback was overwhelmingly positive - with
all those spoken with having enjoyed their different experiences over the day and finished the half term with a different perspective on the Tudors.

Sports Fixtures
Go Team Etonbury!
The year 9 girls have made a great start to their netball season winning both of their games so far.
The year 8 netball team have had a successful season winning 6 out of their 8 games.
The year 7 netball team are undefeated for the third year in a row. They have won all of their 8 games so
they are district champions. After attending the County finals, the girls came fourth which is fantastic.
Shahla Bah received an award for her outstanding performance in the competition.
The year 5 netball team are currently undefeated.
The year 7 rugby boys have won all of their games so far in their league.
The U13 girls football team are through to the second round of the National cup after winning 7 - 0 against
Harrold middle.
The U12 boys football team are also through to the second round of the National cup after defeating
Lincroft.
The year 7 football boys are through to the next round of the County cup after a 9 - 0 win against Henlow.
The Etonbury sports teams have made a great start to the year. The year 8 Netball team finished third in
their league. The year 7 team are district champions and are awaiting the county finals. The year 9 team
are undefeated at present and the KS2 teams are preparing for their games. The U13 girls and U12 boys
are through to the second round of the National cup in football. The U12 football boys are also through to
the next round of the County cup.

LAMDA
Parents were invited to a parents’ information evening for LAMDA, run in partnership with WEST END IN.
LAMDA (London Academy Of Music and Dramatic Art) introduced two years ago at Etonbury, has proved to
be a very successful scheme. Etonbury has decided to expand this initiative and partner with the London
based WEST END IN theatre company.
The evening was held for interested students who were keen to master their skills to the next level in their
craft. West End In will run every Wednesday after school, with students receiving professional acting
coaching from a practising actor from the industry. We are very lucky to be working with Andy, who trained
at The Guildford School of Acting and worked extensively as an actor in regional theatre and the West End.
We are looking forward to seeing the students’ development in mastering their craft at this level at
Etonbury, ensuring that we stretch and challenge them.
Please look out for a WEST END IN LAMDA evening in the Spring term to showcase their work.
If your son/daughter is interested in LAMDA please contact Mrs Brahmachari-Limb for more information.

Culture Challenge and Arts Mark School
Etonbury is a CULTURE CHALLENGE SCHOOL and we have received funding of £200 to support our arts enrichment programme here.

We are now an ARTS MARK SCHOOL, so Etonbury is making rapid progress towards our action plan in the arts, ensuring that we provide an outstanding
provision.
(See Culture Challenge website and Arts Mark for more details).

Winter Wonderland

Winter Wonderland was a great success. Over 100 pupils participated in a wonderful showcase celebrating the diverse range of talent within Etonbury.
The children played to a full house with full audience participation to get us all in the festive spirit. A huge thank you to all the staff and children for making
this event possible.
We are excited to announce that next year in the Summer Term we will be performing a full scale musical – exciting times ahead.

Poppies - Remembrance Day
This year, to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme we have, over the past few weeks, had every
child (and adult) at Etonbury Academy designing and making an acrylic poppy.
We have used our new Design and Technology equipment (in our new workshop) to design the poppy
using Computer Aided Design, cut the poppy using the laser cutter and mould the poppy by heating it and
shaping it with our hands.
We 'planted' the poppies on the grass area outside the new building on the 10th November and on the 11th
November we came together as a school and held our 2 minute silence gathered around the poppies. We
were led in our remembrance by our chaplain, Chris Baker.
We are using the sale of the poppies to fund raise for the following 3 charities that we are currently
supporting:
The Royal British Legion – The Royal British Legion provides lifelong support for the Armed Forces
community - serving men and women, veterans, and their families.
Kidney Research – is the Uk's leading charity dedicated to researching Kidney disease. Kidney disease is
a silent killer and there are over 3 million people in the UK with it right now. Their aim is to find better
treatments, raise awareness and ultimately find cures for kidney disease. Molly White (teacher) is running
the London Marathon for this charity.
Hertfordshire Community Foundation – is a local charity that supports small community groups to help
tackle deprivation and improve social welfare. An example of the support they have given is fundraising to
provide horse riding hats for disabled children. Trudie Squires (Deputy Headteacher) is running the London
Marathon for this charity.

Study Centre
“Wow!” has easily been the most frequent response overheard from the students when walking into our
new Study Centre for the first time and it’s been extremely rewarding to see the excited enthusiasm,
especially over the first few weeks of term!
With the smart white and blue furniture, plenty of soft seating to curl up with a good book on and its bright,
airy space to learn, students are very much enjoying our new resource. From whole class to small group
work the Study Centre is being used throughout the day for teaching and learning.
Alongside the large selection of fiction and homework supportive non-fiction titles, students are able to
borrow from an increased range of audio books and graphic novels suited to all abilities and interest ages.
Also, with thanks to the continued generosity of the EACA in their donated subscriptions for Match, Shout
and Top Gear magazines students have these to browse, alongside the weekly topical children’s
newspaper First News, during their free time. Of course a Study Centre isn’t just about books - the new
chrome bases and 32 chrome books ensure plenty of IT provision for student use!
The new dedicated ‘KS4 Only’ study zone and resources have also been very positively greeted by our
Year 9s to assist them on their GCSE journey and it will continue to develop and meet the KS4 needs as
we travel along that path with them.
The Study Centre is open every break and lunch for students’ independent use and it’s an extremely busy
place during these times so I am helped by my two pupil librarians, Elle Berry and Ruby Nicholas, both of
9BL, who kindly volunteer their time regularly – thank you girls!

Students should have a reading book with them in school at all times and if your child hasn’t yet visited the
Study Centre to find out what’s available for them to borrow, please encourage them to do so!
Mrs Norman
Librarian

Science Labs
The spectacular journey to delivering KS4 Science is now well underway and what better way to do that
than in three well-designed and innovative labs which have been a recent addition to the school. I’d like to
take this opportunity to introduce you to our science team at Etonbury to include myself (Head of Science),
Mrs Walton, Mr Downes and Mr Lucas. In addition to this, we are helped along with three science
technicians Natalie Hawkins, Helen Jones and Rachel Ord who are vital members of staff helping to provide
us with fun-filled and wondrous science experiments across the year groups. We are so lucky to have them
working with us with their experience, knowledge and love for science.
In preparation for delivering KS4 Science, we have been teaching ‘bridging the gap’ modules to aid pupils’
transition from KS3 into KS4 Science so that all pupils are well prepared in advance of their learning for
their GCSEs, which will commence in January 2017. We have been running extracurricular clubs this term
too to include a KS3 Astronomy and a Science club which have further inspired a love for this core subject.
We are looking forward to inspiring all pupils at Etonbury this term with more bubbles, bangs and burning
which, with the gas supply being so plentiful in the labs, has made Science at Etonbury better than ever
before!
Mrs Evans, Head of Science Faculty

Etonbury Farm
Imagine a place where you could go and forget about the woes of the world, stress, bills, housework etc.
Tucked away in the corner of our wonderful school sits a tiny slice of tranquillity. I am of course talking
about Etonbury farm.
Since working at the school, our little farm has stolen my heart and most of my time! It is however time that
soothes the soul and ebbs away at the stresses of modern life.
Over the past two years our farm has grown considerably. We now have 3 characterful sheep that appear
to have forgotten they are sheep! Nibbles, Toodles and Squiggles love nothing more than a cuddle, yes I do
actually mean a cuddle! Only on our farm can you wrap your arms around a sheep and give him or her a
big kiss! This of course happens daily.
During the summer of this year, a little guinea pig named Elvis Piggsly found his way into Mr Prior’s garden.
Without hesitation we gave Elvis a home and acquired some friends. Now this is where our tale takes an
interesting turn. We believed Elvis to actually be female. You can imagine the joy when we gave him (yes
him) two girlfriends! Ten weeks later we were proud to announce the birth of 8 babies! Oops! Elvis had the
summer of his life! This led to us to rescue more guinea pigs as Elvis needed friends once again. Sadly
there are many ill-treated and neglected guinea pigs out there, we had to help. Working alongside a rescue
centre we have become foster carers for numbers of little piggies. There is something rather lovely about
seeing these once timid, scruffy little animals, grow in confidence and find loving homes. Etonbury has
rehomed 7 guinea pigs into loving homes to date.
And where would we be without our chickens? In true Etonbury farm style, our birds knock at the door
when they are hungry, follow us everywhere and greet us upon our return! Our free roaming girls lay
wonderful eggs daily, which can be purchased directly from us.
No farm is complete without a pig: welcome Peppa! Our little rescue pot belly boy. Peppa came to us after
being abandoned, needing a safe place to grow and be cared for after all he had been through. Where
better than here at Etonbury.
Etonbury farm is a very special place, together with the animals, we learn and grow.
Our farm is self-funded and needs your help! Did you know that £5 per month could help feed all of our
sheep? £5 per month could feel our entire flock of chickens. £2.50 will buy a bale of hay.
If you would like to help and make a one off or regular donation to the farm, please contact Mrs Goldsmith.
kgoldsmith@bestacademies.org.uk

Arlesey Festival - Congratulations

We are all very proud of all our students who performed at The Arlesey Arts Festival on Sunday, their commitment and dedication to the arts in our local
community is impressive. These magic moments will really support our journey towards our Arts Mark and we are now going for Gold!! More information
on what Arts Mark means at Etonbury on www.artsmark.co.uk. Thanks to all parents for your support in The Arts.

Student News

Anna Reeve
Anna was a part of the gymnastic team that won the Hertfordshire level 5 competition last weekend! A great performance on all 4 apparatus.
Jake Manning and Adelaide Starling
Further success for Etonbury pupils. Jake Manning (trumpet) and Adelaide Starling (flute) both took part in the Rotary Club Young Musicians
Competition - and both are through to the next round which is held in March.
Both performed really well. Addie was really nervous as first on but as soon as she played the first few bars she sounded great.
Ms Talbet praised Addie and told her that she had a great tone and couldn't believe how advanced she had become.
The adjudicators gave a critique at the end to each performer. Both said she gave a secure performance and excelled in the ‘macload’ piece. The next
round is on March 5th in Luton.
Adelaide Starling – Queen’s Division Band
th

On Saturday 29

October a small group of school students from the Bedfordshire area were invited to join the Queen’s Division Band. This is a military

band that play for the Armed Forces. We played in the RAF centre, Henlow.
The day started with an introduction to the band, then it was straight into practising our music. We had to wear ear plugs because it was so loud! We
rehearsed for an evening performance and practised over five pieces. My favourite was ‘Hymn for the Fallen’ which features in the film ‘Saving Private
Ryan’. It was a real privilege to play next to a professional musician. I was the only student on flute so I had to play with the lead flautist which was quite
scary!
We were lucky enough to have dinner in the Officers’ Mess which is their version of our school canteen. We also had a presentation about what it’s like to
play in the band and travel Europe. To join you only have to be Grade 6 and get all your GCSEs.
Written by Adelaide Starling

EACA
What is EACA? It is Etonbury Academy Community Association, previously known as the PTA (Parent
Teacher Association). We are all full/part-time working parents of students at the Academy here to organise
and help with fund raising and events. In the past 12 months we have organised:
A stand at Stotfold Mill Steam Fair
Summer Sounds
Etonbury’s Got Talent
Given playground toys to Students in assemblies
Served drinks and ice creams
Had a presence at most parents evenings / open evenings
Quiz night
Christmas raffle
Valentine / Christmas disco
Photo booth at both discos

Stotfold 5k run where we were giving out medals, trophies, goody bags and New Balance
vouchers to all winners.
We contacted teaching staff and asked for their wish lists; items they think would improve things for
students which are outside of the school supply goods. Almost all requests were met. These included; a
medibed, new cheerleading outfits, cooking utensils and so much more.
Who can join EACA?
Things have got a little hard recently as we have lost some key members due to other commitments. We
need to reach out to parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and carers. If you can give some time, no matter
how little, to help us out, maybe you can come to our monthly meetings or just help when possible at
events? Whatever time you can donate will be very much appreciated by the EACA team and students who
are always keen to work with us.
We have given back to Etonbury Academy over £5,000 so far this year in Equipment etc. and hope to
improve on this for next year.
Please like and share our EACA Facebook page – and check in for the next meetings. It will be great to
have some new helpers.
If you are interested in the meantime, please contact Nicola on 07908 448102 or email
nickandcherry@hotmail.co.uk. EACA is a registered charity No. 1052431.

News from The Pendleton Sports Centre

After the successful opening of The Pendleton Sports Centre, which Victoria Pendleton herself officially opened on the 23rd September, we are now into
our third month of operation.
We have a number of fitness membership options available at very competitive prices including a junior membership for 11-18 year olds, which
conveniently allows them access to the gym Monday-Friday 3.30-5.30pm and weekends 9.30am-5.30pm to suit their school hours and your working day.
We are confident that with our range of Technogym equipment and experienced, knowledgeable staff, we can realistically help you to achieve your health,
fitness or wellness goals with our tailored fitness programmes and ongoing 1 to 1 care.
We have just launched Omnia workout Classes within the gym - this is a Circuit/High Intensity functional style workout on our Omnia station. This is
included as part of the membership and is also available to book to non-members at a small charge.
There is a four court sports hall available to hire for football, cricket, basketball and badminton. We also have some spaces available on our brand new
state-of-the-art 3G floodlit astro pitch at the Centre. These are amazing facilities open to the public to hire for training sessions/matches.
We will be looking to launch children's parties and activities at the beginning of the New Year. Our programme will offer a wide range of holiday activities
to get your child to take part in a healthier lifestyle, whilst having fun in a safe and secure environment.
For any further information or to find out more about our current fantastic offer please call 01462 341114, email: enquiries.pendleton@sll.co.uk or call into
the centre.
The Pendleton Sports Centre Opening hours
Monday-Friday 6am-10pm
Weekends 8am-6pm

Need Project
Thank you for all your generous donations for our Need Project, during the Harvest Festival. We, as always,
were amazed by the amount of food items we were able to collect and send off to this very good cause.
The Need Project would like to thank everyone at Etonbury Academy for the items given for Harvest in
October. All the items have now been given out in food parcels to support families in the local community.
In a recent assembly we shared where the food for parcels comes from and to whom it goes.
Our Christmas challenge is to collect 1,000 chocolate selection boxes so that children in local families will
all get one this year. It would be great if the school could meet the challenge and help us to help 450
families this Christmas.
Thank you for your support and partnership in the work that we do.

Non-uniform day - money raised for Combat Stress and Park in the Past

In October we held a Non Uniform day in order to support the historical author Ben Kane. Ben has been cycling from Spain, across the Pyrenees, the
Alps and the Apennines, following in the footsteps of Hannibal for charity. The distance is 1700 miles and it took him from the 1st September to the 30th.
Half of the money raised will go to Combat Stress and the other half will go to Park in the Past.
Combat Stress is the UK's leading veterans' mental health charity which treats a range of mental health conditions including PTSD, depression and
anxiety.
Mental health issues can affect ex-servicemen and women of all ages. Right now they have more than 6,000 veterans registered with them for support.
They are a vital lifeline for these veterans, and their families. Their treatment and support services are always free of charge for veterans. They are Care
Quality Commission (CQC) registered and the NHS England PTSD specialist treatment provider for veterans.
Park in The Past is managed by a Community Interest Company which has been set up to restore and manage Fagl Lane Quarry. They are also restoring
a Roman villa and settlement.
Some of you may remember we supported Ben on his walk along the Apian Way to Rome two years ago and before that, his walk along Hadrian’s Wall
the year before.
Both were hugely successful and raised in total over £30,000 which was split equally between Combat Stress and Medecins Sans Frontieres. If your child
wished to participate, we asked them to donate £1.

Merit Totals for the Autumn Term
Carters - 15245
Foresters - 16311
Saddlers - 16679
Thatchers - 15161

Saddlers are the Autumn term winners and have earned a non-uniform day on Wednesday 14th December

Key Future Dates
Wed 4th January - Return to school
Fri 27th January - Year 9 Effort/Progress Reports Issued
Sat 28th January – Sat 4th February - Ski Trip
Mon 30th January - Year 6 SATs Information Evening
Fri 3rd February - Year 8 Formative Reports Issued
Wed 8th February - Year 8 Theatre Trip - Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night
Thu 9th February - Year 8 Subject Consultation Evening
Mon 13th February – Fri 17th February - Half Term
Thu 23rd February - Year 9 Subject Consultation Evening
Mon 6th March - Year 5 Formative Reports Issued
Tue 14th March – Fri 17th March - Year 5 Residential Trip
Wed 22nd March - West End In (drama, music, dance event)
Fri 24th March - Red Nose Day
Mon 27th March - Year 6 Effort/Progress Reports Issued
Tue 28th March - Year 5 Subject Consultation Evening
Mon 3rd April - Year 6 Maths and English Consultation Evening
Mon 3rd April - Year 7 Formative Reports Issued
Wed 5th April – Tue 18th April - Easter Holidays

