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Message from Ian Evason, Principal
May I take this opportunity to thank you for all your support during this
first half term. The students are to be congratulated on their hard work
and positive attitudes towards their learning as this can clearly be seen
when reading through this newsletter. I would particularly like to mention
the Year 11 students who have conducted themselves with the upmost
professionalism during their recent mock exams.

I would like to inform you about some amendments to the school day
which will begin in January. Please see the table below:KS2
8.40 – 9.10 am

Finally, on behalf of the staff at
ETA, we wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.

KS3/4
8.40 – 9.10 am

9.10 – 10.10 am

Registration &
Assembly
P1

9.10 – 10.10 am

Registration &
Assembly
P1

10.10 – 11.10 am

P2

10.10 – 11.10 am

P2

11.10 – 11.30 am

BREAK

11.10 – 11.30 am

BREAK

11.30 – 12.30 pm

P3

11.30 – 12.30 pm

P3

12.30 – 1.30 pm

KS2 LUNCH

12.30 – 1.30 pm

P4a

1.30 – 2.30 pm

P4b

1.30 – 2.30 pm

KS3/4 LUNCH

2.30 – 3.30 pm

P5

2.30 – 3.30 PM

P5

3.30 pm

END OF DAY

3.30 pm

END OF DAY

Careers Fair 2018
In November we held our first Careers Fair for Years 10 and 11. and Year 10. The event was supported by a number
of organisations including GSK, the Armed Forces, RAF, National Apprenticeship Organisation as well as Sixth Forms
and Colleges.
During the day students had the opportunity to experience mock interviews, learn about potential pathways and
access support for their future career decisions. The feedback from our students and our exhibitors was overwhelmingly positive and we look forward to developing this important event for future years.

Silver Duke of Edinburgh (Year 11)
This year 14 students have successfully completed their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. To achieve this prestigious award they have independently learnt new skills, participated in physical activity and volunteering, with a final
three day expedition in the Peak District.
The Expedition
The three day endurance was planned at school, requiring them to prepare for all eventualities including any
weather conditions. They excelled as a team, encouraging and supporting each other to achieve their goals for the
expedition. A fantastic and rewarding achievement, congratulations.

Art News
Year 11 art students have been investigating how diversity in Britain can
be represented by our food culture. They have researched foods from
around the world and recognised how these foods have travelled and
been adapted throughout history. To conclude this project they are now
developing their ceramic final pieces that will be displayed in a
collaborative exhibition later in the year.

Message from a past parent
My daughter attended Etonbury 2009 - 2013. Through the gifted and talented scheme, she was taken to Cambridge University when she was 12. She
decided that day she wanted to go there. Ella went onto SWA and left in
2016 with 10 A*’s and an A. Every parents evening, for years, started with
“So, Ella wants to go to Cambridge, how do we help her get there?” She
moved on to Hitchin Girls School as it offered Classics A Level, something
she’d been advised would be useful for applying to Cambridge.
Two years later, after a lot of hard work, I am absolutely thrilled to let you
know that she will be reading English at Gonville and Cauis College in Cambridge University. We are so delighted and it’s a real testament to Ella and
how hard she’s worked. But it’s also a real testament to all the teachers,
education and guidance she’s had at Etonbury Academy, Samuel Whitbread
and Hitchin Girls School. All 3 schools have been crucial and all have
encouraged her to fulfil her potential. Our family would like to pass on our
huge gratitude and thanks for helping her achieve her dream.

Competition success
Recently Mrs Goldsmith entered the
Siobhan Dowd Trust competition,
after a few weeks of waiting, we are
delighted to have been awarded
£300!
A group of students visited David's
Bookshop to select the books of

KS2 News
Year 5
Wow; what a busy first term for all of our Year 5’s! They
have all settled really well and thrown themselves in to
all of the opportunities Etonbury has to offer. Our theme
of ‘Curious Confectionery’ is always very popular with the
children especially as we get to read Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. The children produced some amazing
Golden Tickets which are all proudly displayed in their
classrooms as well as dressing up as one of the Roald
Dahl characters. From Matilda to Sophie, Willy Wonka to
Oompa Loompa number 1: we saw them all in their glory
on our dress up day to celebrate the end of our Wow
week. Plus the chance to celebrate all the children’s hard
work at our Wow afternoon!

How do we top the Wow week? With a trip to the
Panto of course! Laughs a plenty with Shane Ritchie as
Robin Hood with humour for adults and children alike.
Hearing the children roar with laughter and join in with
the songs and catchphrases made for a truly magical
afternoon.

Onwards and upwards with the closing of Roald Dahl’s
imagination and entering the realm of C. S Lewis with
our theme ‘Out of this World’ where we focus upon The
Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe. Last but not least,
the upcoming Year 5 Residential to Condover Hall and
Pirate Week are just a few of the highlights to come in
the Spring Term!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!

Year 6
Year 6 have settled in well to their final year in primary. Throughout the
term, we have been focussing on Alice in Wonderland.
During the WOW week, the children produced some excellent outfit designs that were perfect for The Queen of Heart’s tea party. Year 6 also
created some wonderful and creative hat designs that demonstrated the
excellent amount of effort they have put in across the term.
The Harry Potter Studio Tour is always a highlight in the Year 6 calendar
and the children enjoyed seeing the incredible set designs and interacting with the different sections - especially the green screens and the
falling snow!
Next term we are looking forward
to starting our ‘Simply the best!’

KS3 News
Year 7
So far Year 7 have been studying a variety of different topic areas and
learning a range of new skills. From understanding about Politics and
democracy in PSHCE to cooking a range of savoury dishes in Technology.
What can prove to be a difficult year for some pupils in transitioning from
year 6 to 7 has been achieved maturely and responsibly.

Many pupils have managed to achieve their Gold award for merits entitling
them to a free pudding each Tuesday, and equally impressive is the
number of pupils still on 100% attendance.
All form groups have been competing throughout the Autumn term in
Literacy and Numeracy challenges and are currently competing to see
which form can collect the most selection boxes for the Need Project.

Year 8
Year 8 have had a solid start to the term. They are currently leading the
charge as the year group with the most merits this term. We also had the
first two students in the school (Gracie and Megan) to reach the platinum
reward recognition.
As we start to look forward, the students met with Mr Evason having an
assembly to discuss their futures and opportunities arising at Etonbury, for
them as they move towards their GCSE's.
A special mention goes to Gracie W, Jayda H, Keira S and Lucy M who went
to Blackpool competing as part of their Stotfold dance Troupe.

Sports Leaders Event
16 year 8 students have taken part in a sports leaders event this term. They
completed an afternoon of training before leading two district competitions
in Bedford with younger students. They ran the event for the two days and
really took ownership of it. They all did a great job and we hope they
enjoyed the experience.

KS4 News
Years 9, 10 and 11 have had a very busy start to this academic year.

Duke of Edinburgh
A massive 42 year 9s were successful, after a rigorous application
process, to start to working towards achieving their Bronze Duke of
Edinburg Award. Students in Year 9 are doing a variety of volunteering
work from helping at a local park run to working at the local library,
learning new skills such as baking and learning how to play an
instrument and by participating in a
physical activity for 1 hour a week. 32
year 10s successfully achieved their
bronze award last year and 19 are
continuing on to their silver during
year 10 and finally 14 year 11s
achieved their silver award after their
final expedition in October.

Prefect News
Congratulations to the following
students on their appointments :
Jack P - Head Boy
Lauren J - Head Girl
James W - Deputy Head Boy

Berlin Trip
In October, 80 students visited Berlin to enhance their understanding of
Nazi Germany and Superpowers for their history GCSE. Students had the
unique opportunity of visiting some famous sites.
These included: Checkpoint Charlie, remains of the Berlin Wall and the
stunning view from the top of the TV tower. We also had a powerful visit
to Sachsenhausen concentration camp and the Holocaust memorial. An
invaluable experience for so many of our students. Thank you to all the
staff and students involved.

Revision and Mocks
Year 11s have recently sat their GCSE
mock exams, two very busy weeks.
To help the students prepare they had a
‘learn how to revise morning’ which was
very successful. Subject teachers will be
able to point you and your child towards
suitable revision guides.

Kristina C — Deputy Head Girl
The following students are on the
prefect team, congratulations to
the newly appointed members
(in bold):

Aleece S, Tailor Shea H, Joshua
W, Alex R, James K, Aimee M,
Kristina C, Matthew C, Bradley R,
Zhelong O, Kira O, Katie G,
Freddy B, James W, Coco H,
Megan W, Evie Peek, Jordan B,
Thea P, Issac L, Katy J, Alister M,
Katherine G, Shannon H, Paige T
and Oliver D.

Celebrating Success
Many Etonbury students achieve success in sports and activities out side
of school. Here is a small selection.
Laura B entered a Judo competition on the 27th October 2018 and
fought against 3 people. She was awarded the silver medal. What an
amazing achievement, well done Laura.
Kristina C, Aimee M and Archie P had the privilege of representing their
cadets in the Somme for Remembrance.
Army cadets all around the country came
together in France to commemorate the 100th
year of WW1. We visited many war memorials
and learnt about different battles that took
place. This was not only a fantastic experience,
but a once in a life time opportunity that I'm sure
none of us will forget. - Kristina Cousins

Well done to Cait M for getting
the bronze medal at the English
Petanque Association Chiltern
Region Junior tournament. The
tournament had around 30 clubs
represented and was for players
under 18 years of age. This was
Caits first competition.

Ben M took part in a 24 hour gaming challenge to raise money for
Macmillan. Well done Ben.
Freddie B, Josh A and Louie A
represented England at Roller
Hockey in Portugal.

And finally congratulations to
Charlie M, Joseph B and Luke D
for getting into the County
Football team.

Freya S has been dancing since she was in year 5,
and competing since she was 9. She has danced at
the ISTD DFR National Grand Finals twice. She has
taken dancing exams and is currently preparing to
take her silver exam.
Congratulations to James K for achieving his black
belt Nidan (2nd Dan), to Eathan C and Dylan S for
achieving their black belt Shodan and to Christian P
for achieving his black belt intermediate.

A great start for all students in Year 9. Every single student has stepped up and
taken their GCSE options in their stride. Students are showing a high level
engagement and success. We are very proud of the maturity and enthusiasm
shown across the year group. There have been a number of students who have
currently achieved over 50 merits and earned themselves a free biscuit treat
from the canteen every Tuesday, and some students are almost at the 75 merit
mark which is highly impressive. Overall the year group are the top merit earners
in KS4, collecting almost 6000 merits between them.

If your child (in year 9, 10 or 11)
has achieved anything outside of
school and you would like it to
be included in the Etonbury
Echo then please email

Sports News
Basketball
Year 7 boys
The year 7 boys team have really over achieved in the league, having gone on to
win 3 in a row with most having not played competitive Basketball before. They
have improved each week with hard work and concentration and have produced
some really impressive performances.
Year 8 boys
The Year 8 Basketball Team had a short season of only 3 games, but performed
extremely well in all of them. Despite 3 losses (with 2 of the games being closely
fought contests) the boys improved their game play consistently in each game.
Year 9 boys
The year 9 boys basketball team have had a fantastic league with only losing one
competitive game. With a small team, they worked tirelessly every game to ensure
a good win over other schools. There is a lot of talent in the team so we all look
forward to seeing them progress even more by next year’s league.
Girls basketball
The girls basketball team have shown a
huge amount of commitment this term to
training on a weekly basis. They competed
in their annual competition of the year
which unfortunately turned out to be just us
and SWA playing. The girls demonstrated so
much skill and really did us proud. They lost
46-21 against a year 10 and 11 team. Well
done to the whole team and especially the
year 9 girls who stepped up to the challenge
with an amazing 3 point basket scored by
Keira in the last seconds of the final quarter!

Dodgeball - all years
Due to the year 11s being involved in Mock exams, the Under 16s team consisted
of boys from our year 9 and 10, playing against other schools year 11s. This did not
worry them one bit, and although losing 5-0 in their first match, each game was
very close and could have gone either way. Winning 1 and losing 2, they eventually
finished a really impressive 3rd, and hope to do even better next year when they
are not at an age disadvantage.
The KS2 and KS3 teams both won their district competitions and got to the county
finals. The KS3 team had an excellent tournament against some very organised
teams and finished a really impressive 3rd overall. The KS2 team performed
equally well, but were not able to finish in the top 3 on this occasion.

Table tennis - all years
Huge table tennis success this year with our KS4 teams (both boys and girls) becoming district champions! We then progressed onto the county finals, where our
boys ended up 4th overall and our girls won! They will be heading to the regional
championships for the next round.

Dance
Since the start of September, 5
Dance clubs have been set up at
lunch and after school with pupils
from all year groups attending.
This term, pupils have been
working really hard towards both
a KS2 and KS3 Dance Competition
taking place in the New Year.
The GCSE dancers have shown
fantastic application, leading
dance clubs and working hard to
develop their own knowledge.
This has led us to working
together to put
on Etonburys
first ever Dance
Show in 2019!

Cross Country all years
Great success this year from all of
our cross country teams. Our teams
have shown true grit and passion in
turning up to extra tough training
sessions, including lots of hill running
and sprints. We saw many
individuals succeed through the
course of the cross country league
and securing spots in the top 5
runners. We are looking to improve
come January with the
District and County
competitions.

Sports News
Rugby
Year 5 boys
The year 5 team had their first taste of
school rugby taking part in their first
tournament. They displayed great
determination to score their first tries in
Etonbury colours having. They competed
against RBA and Henlow in friendly games
as the league doesn’t start until year 7. We
are looking forward to seeing how they
progress.

Netball
Year 5
The year 5 team have completed their first ever Etonbury netball league with huge success.
After losing only one game, the girls have shown a huge amount of potential going forward.
There is a lot of talent in this team and we all look forward to seeing them progress as they
go through the years at Etonbury! Well done girls. You smashed it!

Year 6
The year 6 A team had some very good wins this year, but unfortunately a couple of loses
too. The B team won all of their games, except for one. Both teams battled hard in every
game and should be proud of their overall performance. Next year the girls will be playing 7
a side netball.

Year 7
This was the first year the girls have played 7 a side Netball as a team. Some games showed
really teamwork and understanding of the game. The team was not consistent through the
league so the girls worked hard in games where they were playing out of position. Well
done girls! The best netball players are able to play a range of positions.

Year 8
With a big squad, this team worked well together to learn different rotations. They have
shown the most commitment to training from September until now. Lunchtime practices
enabled us to practice different set plays which they were able to utilise in their games.
With some wins and some loses, the girls should be proud of the progress they have made
from last season to this season.
Year 6 boys
The Y6 boys travelled over to Henlow for a
rugby tournament. The team ended up 4th
overall but displayed some fantastic rugby
throughout the day despite horrible
conditions. The quality of communication
and cooperation was incredible and saw
some fantastic tries being scored.
Year 7 boys
Year 7 boys had a successful league. After a
slow start losing their first two games, they
rallied together and won convincingly their
next three scoring an impressive 11 tries
and conceding only three.
Year 8 boys
The year 8 team have shown great
determination this year across their league
fixtures. They consistently faced sides that
were a lot bigger than themselves but were
not fazed at all. I’m hoping that they can
build on this experience and take it into
next year's county cup rounds.
Year 9 boys
Year 9’s have had a successful year so far.
Josh S got into the Northampton Saints DPP
after this seasons trial. As a collective they
had a nervy first round draw against Mark
Rutherford before emphatically

Year 9
This season we were able to put out two
netball teams in the league. The A team
competed against some big schools in the
Premiership league but took an easy win
over all of them except two schools
(Redborne and Bedford Modern). They have
once again been a pleasure to manage and
should be very impressed with their goals
for/against. The B team have completed
their league with 7 wins and 1 loss overall, so
we are hoping for a promotion next year.
The girls were a credit and a big thanks to Mr
Bodger for managing their team so well.

Year 10
This year, the girls were in the Prem after winning the league in Division 1 last year. Being a
small cohort, up against the bigger upper schools we found this challenging. The girls put
together some lovely set plays and really worked hard as a team from start to finish but
unfortunately the results didn’t go in our favour. This team have trained together weekly,
they deserve a lot of praise! Well done year 10!

beating Harlington 39-5. We are now
awaiting the semi-final with Samuel
Whitbread. They also went to the County
10 a-side tournament finishing second in
the group and qualifying for the plate,
unfortunately after picking up a few
injuries we finished 7th out of 15.

Year 10 boys
Year 10 were invited to the county 10’s
tournament where they faced some experienced schools in their group, before qualifying
for the bowl semi-final which we were unlucky
to lose 12-17. The boys were a pleasure to
take to the tournament and they kept their
heads up throughout. Well done boys!

Sports News
Football
U13 girls
The U13 girls team stormed through the first round of the National Cup
winning 5-0. Heidi O scoring her first ever goal for Etonbury to make it 5-0.
Woman of the match went to Mia E who worked very hard. Unfortunately
the girls were knocked out the next round of the cup, but are very determined to continue with their winning streak in the league.

County Champion
Leanne B became a County
Champion again for the 4th year in a
row this term! She has competed in
pair work for grade 4 and 5, but this
year it was National 3 tumbling.

U15 girls
The U15 girls football team have been very strong so far, winning 4-0
against Bedford Free School, and winning 6-0 against Sandy Upper school.
The Captain Abbie-Leigh T has led the team with confidence and determination. They made it through to the semi finals of the league, and worked
very hard in horrendous weather conditions, with an amazing goal from
Evie.
Year 7 boys
The Year 7 boys are still in the County cup and were knocked out in the
third round of the National Cup. The boys were 3-0 down at half time but
showed determination and belief that they could still win
the game. They managed to get the game back to 3-2 before a couple of errors at the end of the game when going
full out for the win cost us. The boys will do well after the
holidays with the ability in the squad and the belief and
determination to win.
Year 8 boys
A genuine pleasure to coach the boys have won 4 of the 5
games they have played so far this year and were knocked
out of the National Cup 1-0 but never gave up and were unlucky not to take
the game to penalties after the last kick of the game was cleared off of the
line. Still in the County Cup and will be looking to win this competition. The
football these boys are capable of is amazing.
Year 9 boys
During the Autumn term the year 9s have competed in County and
National cup competitions, and although worked hard and performed well,
came up against very strong opposition. Both tournaments ended in first
round defeat but gave the team plenty to think about and work on to
improve and become a stronger team for the league fixtures in Spring. If
these boys can play that kind of football they are capable of they will
produce some very impressive performances.

Year 10 boys
This group of boys have displayed a
team spirit and work ethic that is an
absolute pleasure to see on the pitch.
They way they work for and encourage
each other before, during and after each
game is incredible and has led to them
fighting back and getting back into
games when it could have been over,
and last minute equalizers to win on
penalties. They lost to last years winners
in the 2nd round National cup, and a
narrow defeat saw them knocked out of
the county cup again in the second
round. These games have been good
preparation for what should be a
successful league campaign.
Year 11 boys
During this term we have played both
league and County cup games. We have
to remember that compared to other
schools, our year 11 cohort is very small.
It has been great to see new faces in the
football team to ensure we have been
able to honour the fixtures.

Key Future Dates
Wed 2 Jan - Staff training day
Thu 3 Jan - Return to school, start of Spring Term
Wed 16 Jan - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Mon 28 Jan - Condover Hall Parents meeting
Mon 11 Feb - Fri 15 Feb - Half Term
Mon 18 Feb - Fri 1 Mar - Year 11 Core Subject Mocks
Mon 18 Feb - Fri 1 Mar - Year 6 Mock SATs
Tue 19 Feb - Fri 22 Feb - Year 5 Residential Trip to Condover Hall
Wed 20 Feb - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Wed 6 Mar - Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Mon 18 Mar - Year 11 Geography Trip
Mon 18 Mar - Fri 22 Mar - Year 5 WOW Week
Wed 27 Mar - Thu 28 Mar - Cabaret Performance
Fri 29 Mar - Year 5 Parents’ WOW Afternoon
Wed 3 Apr - Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Sat 27 Apr - Sun 28 Apr - Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh - skills
Mon 29 Apr - Fri 10 May - Year 10 Mock Exams
Sat 4 May - Sun 5 May - Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh - Practice
Mon 6 May - Bank Holiday
Mon 13 May - Fri 17 May - Year 6 SATs
Mon 13 May - Fri 14 Jun - Year 11 GCSE Examinations
Sat 25 May - Sun 26 May - Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh - Assessed Expedition
Mon 27 May - Fri 31 May - Half Term
Wed 19 Jun - Fri 21 Jun - Year 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh - Practice
Wed 26 Jun - GCSE contingency day
Wed 26 Jun - Etonbury Dance Show
Thu 27 Jun - Year 10 Geography Trip to Cambridge
Fri 28 Jun - Year 11 Prom
Wed 3 Jul - Year 10 Parents Evening
Tue 9 Jul - Summer Concert
Wed 10 Jul - Fri 12 Jul - Year 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh - Assessed Expedition
Fri 19 Jul - End of Summer Term
Wed 4 Sep - Start of Autumn Term

We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and look forward to seeing you back
on Thursday 3 January 2019

